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On the e Right Reverend the 


Biſhop of NORWICH 


HIS LATE 


To THE 


| Reverend cxency 


OF H1S 


_DIOCESS-. 


_By a *CATHOLICK, 


1 7 wil 240% ah you one Queſtion: The Baptiſm 


7 John whence was it? From Heaven or of\\ 


Men. ? Aud thy eres W e caunot zell. 
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ceſhon to the See of Norwich; and 
e from Indiſ ofition) to: 
"declare upon What the 1 rue Iuleregt 
— - of our & 
and by what Means il may be pr _—_ 
to | the Nee nee, was worthy of Himſelf, and 
commanded juſt Reſpect from the Reverend Clerg gy 
of his Diocels : If any who have a due Honour tor 
His Lordſhip's Venerable Character and Excellent 
Endowments do wiſh that his Inſtructions and Me- 
thods for Advancing, Reſtoring, or Preſerving the 
Dignity and Honour of the Chriſtian Prieſthood or 
Miniſtry among us, did favour more of Chriſt's Biſoop 
and leſs of the Queen 's Miſter of State; and did breath 


an 8 e leſs Courtly and Popular, . it 
1 wk Res ns ; _ 


18 s Lordllips 20 Auen b his Ac- S. 1. 


1 
ommon Profeſſh 9 d:ye; det h, 5 Se 


— 


No deſt Reflections, S. 
ought not to be charged with Undutifulneſs or Diſo- 


beldience in any, modeſtly to propoſe the Reaſons of 
ſuch their Diſſatisfaction. 5 5 


8. 2. 


* Page 3. 


His L ordſhip could not well enter upon his Defign 


and Argument without taking notice of the Rigbts of 
the Church, a Book which under that Title deſtroys even the 
Name and Notion of a Church, and deſerves to be mentioned 


with the utmo Abhorrence; and the whole writtenin a Stile 


ſo Rude and Unſerious, that no Chartty will forbid one to ſay 
that the Defien of the Author _—_—— Wicked. That 


which His Lordſhip juſtly co 


6 of the Law and of the Magiſtrate, but alſo from a- 


emns in that Impious 
Author and his Book is, That by the Rights of the 


© Church he means the Liberty of the People to chuſe 
© their Church and Religion, and this Choice ſo vo- 


® ee fan to be free not only from the Obligation 


cy internal Obligation by the Laws of the Goſpel. 
This his Deſign is indeed levelled agarnF? the Chriſtian 


Page 4. 


Religion, rather than againſt any particular Church, 


and is not at all fit to promote any thing that is Hone$t and 
Good, as His Lordſhip well obſerves. But the Tooſe 
Rigbts having made a great Flouriſh to prove that 


there cannot be in any State an Empire within an 
Empire, that there are no Rights inherent in the Cler- 
gy or conſequent on their Functions Independent on 


the Civil Power, that there can be no Legiſlature or 
other Acts of Government in the Church diftin& from 
that ot the State; His Lordſhip is pleas d to reckon 


all that he has ſaid on this Head among the few things = 
that are true in his Book, taken for the moF part from thoſe — ji 


Divines 


____ Modeſt Refletions, & 23 
Divines * he is pleaſed to deſpiſe; and hater l 
Turn he has given them, yet his Lordſhip's chief Reſent- 3 
ment againſt him as to theſe Things is, that he char- 


OT P — — 


ges that in General upon all Prieſts or Divines for = 
which whatever Occafton may be given in other Communions, 9 4 
particularly in the Popedom where the Power of the Will 
Clergy is carried to the most Extravagant Heights, yet the = 1 
Church to which that Writer belongs is free from any i 
jus Obloquy or Cenſure upon that Account: And if Wi 
ſome few Writers among the Reformed have unwarrantable wm 1 
Aſſertions of a like Power of the Clergy, yet ought _ 1 
not the Whole Order to he traduced, much lets extirpa= . | | 
ted, for the Faults of a Few. And his Malice is the I! | 
more perverſe in being ſo Intenſe as to make him 1 
forget himſelf, and notwithſtanding what he had ci? N ö 
ted from Dr. Scott's Chriſtian Life, and the Biſhop of * | 
Sarum's Expofition of the Articles, ( Books written as Clear —_— 
of thoſe particular Views he mentions as it was poſſible for a- WW: 
ny to 48 he very diſingeniouſly faith in his Preſacge 
that he has met with but One Clergyman ſince the i [ 
Reſtoration, vzz. Biſhop Stillingfleet whom he brings mto I 
Reproach, who does not maintain an Empire withhn «© 1 
an Empire, except when he was Writing againſt the | 1 
Pope's, or for the King's Supremacy. His Lordſhip 9 { | 
ſuppoſeth what that Author has ſaid of the good Con- = 
ſtitution of our Church of which he ſpeaks fo 550 and 4 


againſt thoſe who go beyond the Meaſures of 


Dower eſta- 


 Bibed, as he pretends, in It, to be Juſt and True; and 
fo the Whole Force of his Book to be an * e A- Pages 
larm, as well as ſmprous in his pernicious Deſign and — 


Exceſſive Management of It, And His Lordſhip's 


3 — — 


—— — ä — 9822 woes wo 
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Opinion 


% 


2 IRR DR 
Opinion and Advice, contrary to the Methods taken by ſome 


___ Modeſt Reflections, S.. 


with good Intentions to ſecure the Honour of the Clergy a- 


8. 3. 
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and no Way agreeable to the Doctrin of t wel 
land about them; which ſeem to magniſte our Office, but 


 gainFt all ſuch Attempts, is by keeping cloſe to our Legal E. 


ftabliſbment to ſhow that we are none of thoſe Men whom that 
very Il Book is direcled againdt, nor can wth any Appea- 


rance or Shadow of Truth be charged as ſuch. 


That His Lordſhi p might ſpeak his Mind plainly, 
he is pleaſed to mention three Principal Opinions of late 
revived in Behalf of the Clergy, chiefly by thoſe of the late 


Separation, erroneous in the Manner 770 have been urg p d, 
£ ; 


Church of En g- 


they do ſo only to ſuch Who have not throly confidered 
them., viz. I he Independence of the Church upon the State; 
the Power of Offermg Sacrifice properly ſo called; and the 


Power of Forgiving Sins. 3335 
F. 4. 1. The Independence of the Church upon the State. This 


as claimed and practiſed in the Pope's Dominions 


is ſo Extravagant and Abuſive, that all who have a- 
ny Concern for the juſt Rights and Liberties of Man- 


kind, in Oppoſition to the moſt groundlefs Pretences 


Lo Uſurpation and Ty T anny, cannot but have a zea- 
lous Abhorrence of it; and it is particularly honou- 


rable and generous in the Clergy to aſſert the juſt 


2 tives of Chriſtian Princes over all Perſons in 
their Kingdom, and over all Cauſes fo far as the Dig- 
nnity of the Prince and Safety of the State have any 
real Intereſt depending on them: But Learned Men 


mould not be ſo dazl'd and blinded by a fair She of 


to Church Powers; it was reaſonable and neceſſar 


Humility, as to ſubmit the Ecclefiaſtical Juriſdiction 
properly and truly ſuch to the Superior Authority of 
the Civil Power, and put the Church in Subordina- 
tion to the State. A due Regard to the Kingdom of 
Chriſt in which his Miniſters ſerve, and whoſe Per- 
ſon they repreſent ; a juſt Senſe of the woful Diſtra- 
 Atons which a Civil Government over the Church is 
in Its own Nature apt to produce, and has every 
where actually cauſed ; together with a Neceſſary 
Zeal, if not for the Perſonal Honour and Dignity 
of the Clergy yet, for the Authority of their Sacred 
Minittrations, ſhould oblige us to conſult the proper 
Methods of Maintaining an equal Ballance between 
the 1 wo different Powers of Church and State, and 
to render to Each what belongs to It, rather than to 
Swallow up the one in the other. The Independence 
e the Church, and the Supremacy of the Prince in Mat- 
ters of Ecclefiaſtical Right and Juriſdiction, are Words 
of very Large and Dubious Import. The Church 
under the Headſhip of the Pope having formerly aſ- 
ſumed and engrofled many Powers, Immunities, and 
Privileges which did by no Sacred Right or War- 
rant belong to It; ſo as thar Matrimonial and Teſta- 
mentary Caſes were made Spiritual Cauſes, and al- 
moſt all the Temporal and Secular Rights of the _ 
Crown over the Clergy and People Cognizable at 
Common Law were by Spiritual Encroachments, He e 
Vus & Mods, & mOrdine ad Spiritualia, become ſubject 3 


y riſdiction of 
that all this aſſumed Power which the Pope had long ca im 


concil'd with 


55 a ? 1 b 107 | 1 = the Oath of 
exerciſed ſhould be Reſtored to the Crown, that the Suren. 


RE Kis 
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f Ve Oe. 


King's Supremacy ſhould in Reſpect to all ſuch un- 
juſt Exemptions and Aſſumptions be declared to ex- 
tend over all Perſons and Cauſes Spiritual and Tem- 
poral ; nor is he a True Proteſtant who doth not ap- 
prove and applaud this Supremacy. But it is Queſtio- 

ned and Diſputed whether theſe Acts of Supremacy 
at the Reformation did only declare and recognize 

what Right and Power doth in Church Matters be- 
long to the Prince by the Law of Nature, the Word 
of God, and the Antient Cuſtoms (Avitæ Conſuetudi- 
nes ) of this Realm, and ſo only reſtored what had 
been unjuſtly taken away from It? or whether they 
Page 12. gave the King any New Power © His Lordſhip A, 
firms the former ; and 'tis certain that this is the Lan- 
guage of our Law and of the Ads of Supremacy : 

v. Some Ob. But it is not ſo Certain that ſuch Acts ſpeak Conſo- 

© Eecl. Ju. nantly to the Hiſtory of former Times, and the Cu- 
Ke. of ofive ftoms of our Britiſb, Saxon, and Norman Anceſtors ; 
828 | when Ar ticles of Religion, Election of Biſhops and 
Archbiſhops, the Acknowledgment or Rejection of 
Popes and their Legates, Oc. were determined in Par- 
liament call'd Mitten a Gemote, or Conventus Sapientum, 
conſiſting of the King, Clergy, & Populus Terre, Vi- 
17 Militares, Duces © Saprentes, (i. e.) the People or 
Laity ; and a kind of Independence was maintained 
in theſe three States or Orders, fo as that none could 
be bound by any Acts of the other without their 
own Conſent; according to that old Maxim mentio- 


| e nar; , CHA © 0045 FRONT c 2 5 5 3 Tas 
8 bar. Ded by I acuus of the Germans, de majoribus omnes, i.e. 


that they would ſubmit to no Laws in Things of "wy 
Reli- 


gion. 


and univerſal Importance, (and the Matters of 


Modeſt Reflections, Sc. . 


„ , 


gion were reckoned among their Majora ) but what 


had been ordained by Themſelves. It is the Opini- 


on of many Learned in the Laws and Conſtitution of 
this Kingdom, that a Perſonal Supremacy was Given 


to the King by thoſe Acts made at the Reformation, 


or however has been interpreted and commonly be- 


lieved to be given him, beyond any Power formerly 


Allowed, or ſo much as pretended to by our Kings. 


And if theſe Acts have miſ-repreſented the Original 
or Antient Cuſtoms of this our Kingdom in Matters 


of which we may at this Day judge by what remat- 


neth of the Records of former Times; we have yet 
leſs Reaſon to give an Abſolute Credit to the Judg- 
ment and Determination expreſt in them in Reſpect 


to the Eſſential Rights of the Church, and a Juſt Su- 
premacy of the Prince, as theſe are to be judged and 


determined by the Law of Nature, and the True 
Conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church founded and 
_ eſtabliſhed by the Commiſhon of Chr:# Himſelf, Its 
4 —£oO pr 


I ſhall now proceed to conſider how His Lordſhip 


argues upon this Point: And his firſt Remark is ve- 
try important, but alſo of doubtful or rather dange- 
|  rous Conſequence. By the Independence of the Church 
on the State, thoſe who advance it generally mean the Inde. © 
pendence of the Clergy upon the State as to the Exerciſe of 


their ſeveral Functions, and the Powers which they think to 


bie Conſequent upon them; whereas both by the general Uſe 
f the Word Church in the Holy Scriptures, and Definition 
of it in our 19th Article, we are led to underſtand the whole | 
BED en : ER. . 


S. 5 


* 
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5 550 of th the Faithful, Miniſters and People, ies not 5 the 


Miniſters of It. The Author of the Rights has made 


a very free Uſe of this Notion and Definition of a 
Church, it was for his Purpoſe; but what His Lord- 
ſhip could mean by It, in aſſerting the Supremacy, I 
cannot underſtand: The Diſtinction of the Cler gy 


from Chriſtian People and Authority over them doth 


not render them lets ſubject to the Prince in Matters 
of common Right and Juriſdiction in the Crown over 
the Subject; and the Independence claim'd in Mat- 


ters of Conſcience and the Eſſential Rights of the 


Church, doth at the ſame time neceſſarily include 


the Spiritual Subjection of Chriſtian People as ſuch 


to their proper Governours, in aſſerting the Autho- 


rity of ſuch Governours over their People. In this 


Queſtion of the Supremacy there is no Occaſion to 
diſpute whether the Clergy have a ſole Church-pow- = 
er and Prerogative to make or determine Laws or 


Orders for the People ?, or whether the People can 


be bound by no Laws not ordained by and with their 
own Conſent ? The Liberty of the People as well as 


the Authority of the Clergy is loſt in the Supremacy. 


And | ca His Lordſhip will allow the 2oth Ar- 
ticle to be as Valid as the 19th, and that the Power } 

of the Church therein aſſerted doth either in a (ole 

or eminent Manner belong to the Clergy ; and that . 
there are ſome Spiritual Powers and Rights conſe- |} 


quent upon their Functions, tho not all which ſome 
may think to be fo. His Lordſhip' s Notion and De- 


finition of Things therefore cannot anſwer his De- 


Uga 1 in It. 


9.6. His 


- . * 
* LOA - | BM of [ IT 9 
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His Lordihip s firſt and orand Authori ity, as to us, 


is taken from the Canon of 1640 ; and this as inter- 


ſo much a Friend to the Church of England, that he 


will not ſet its Conſtitutions or Canons at Variance 
with the Undoubted Maxims and Privileges of the 
Catholick Church of CHR1ST, for which all Chri- 
ſtians having a real Concern for the Honour and 
Purity of their Holy Religion muſt have a Supream 
Reſpect. Whether the Conſtitution of the Church 
of Eng land as Eſtabliſhed by Law be ſuch as the Au- 
thor I Ihe RIGHTS pretends it to be? or whe- 


ther It is miſrepreſented by him ? is no Part of my 
De to determine or debate. 


His Lordſhip? s firſt Aſſertion in this Calc def: er ves &. * 


the moſt ſtrict E xamination : He grants, “ hat 


A the Laws of the Goſpel, with the Rules for Pre- Page 6. 
e ſervation of Order and Decency, and the better 
Conduct of Things, and the Furtherance of the 
1 © Goſpel of Chriſt made chiefly if not only by Bi- 
; hops, did in the Primitive Times form the Body 


Hof the Faithful, Miniſters and People, into a par- 


: 4 ticular Society different from that of the State, and 
* and ſo far independent on It. The queſtion then 
e ariſeth, BY What Right Chriſtian Kings in. 

aſter. 


v6. 


preted by the Convocation in which Biſhop Overal Pe C. 
was Prolocutor. The Argument propoſed in that 
Authority ſhall be diſcourſed in its due Place; and 

if the Reaſon of Things there urged, with what His 
Lordſhip farther adds, fails to prove his Point; I 
may be fairly allow'd to ſuppoſe His Lordſhip to be. 


Modeſt Reflections, S Eo | 


after Times could claim Authority to Alter and In- 


novate in this Divine Eftabliſhment > To aſſume _ 


Church Power into their own Hands? To bring the 


Church into a Dependance and Subordination to It? 
And this not only in Common and Secular Concerns, 


as to which all are commanded to be ſubje& to the 


Higher Powers, but as to thoſe Rights and Powers 


which belong to It as a Divine Society, by which 
the Kingdom of God is maintain'd in and over Men; 


and that Power in Heaven and on Earth which our 


Page 7. 


Great Mediator has Committed to Him by the Fa- 
ther, and which he has Committed to others to be 
Exerciſed in his Name, is Continued in his Church 


5 p, 


to the End of the World. His Lordſhip therefore 
affirms, that the Church founded by Christ and his Apo- 
files without Dependance on Civil Governours, and with ſuf- 
ficrent Powers to have Continued Itſelf in the Order and 
Form of a Church, agam$? all Oppofitzon from I hem, was 
not founded under any Neceſſity or Obligation of Continuing 
always Independent on, and diſtinct from the State, when 


p, 


the Civil Governours embraced the Communion of It; but 
in this Caſe the chief Ordering of human Eccleſiaſtical Af- 
fairs could not but devolve, as in Fact it did, upon thoſe o ñ⁶ꝗ 
had Soveraign Authority. This is one continued Aﬀer- 
tion, the Reaſons aſſign'd for which are, the Supream 
Powers having always had the Care of Religion; and no 
State admitting of I wo Legiſlatures otherwaſe than in Sub- 
 ordmation of one to the other. Theſe Reaſons are after- 
_ wards more particularly Enforced, and muſt there 
be Examined : But it 1s fit to take a more Narrow 
View of the Hypothefis-itſelf in a Caſe of fo great 
1 5 Conſequence; 


TJ ˙ ˙ as. wor ß ß ̃]qN ff! ̃ĩ 1111. ꝗ um; ⅛˙r!u é Co ES 4 
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Conſequence ; That the Church founded by Chriſt 
with ſufficient Powers for Its own Acts and Intereſts 
without a Dependance on Civil Governours, yet 
was not founded under any Neceſſity or Obligation of 
Continuing independent on and diſtinct from the 
State when the Civil Governours embrac'd Its Com- 

munion ; but in this Caſe the chief Ordering human 
Eccleſtaſtical Affairs coulil not but devolve upon thoſe 
who had the Soveraign Authority. This is a very 
_ Eahe Account of fo great a Turn and Revolution of 
Affairs; thus eaſily did the Greater yield to ſerve 
the leſs. If our Bleſſed LORD in Conſtituting the 
Chriſtian Church had made ſuch a Proviſo, that it 


ſhould be ſo in Caſe and View of future Chriſtian 


Princes, like as God in Setling the Common- wealth 
or Theocracy rather in 1fracl, did preſcribe Laws to 

their Kings which ſhould be; or had given any In- 

timation that his Kingdom ſhould in after Times mix 
and incorporate with the Kingdoms of the World, fo as 
to loſe its own Diſtinct being as a Society founded 
and erected by him unto ſuch Spiritual Ends as be- 
long only to the Covenant of Grace eſtabliſh'd by him; 
then whatever Difficulties might from the Nature 
and Reaſon of things be objected againſt ſuch a mixt 
State of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Authority, yet there 
could have been no Reaſonable Doubt made of this 
Change. But nothing of this is pretended. If the 
| Clergy in a General Council had made a Voluntary Act 
of Submiſſon and Surrender to the Firſt Chriſtian Empe- 


| r7ours like as was done in K. Henry VIIT's Time, we 


—— — - - — — — CC — —— . — 2 —— 


might then hope to know by the Preamble, or in the 
TR: EE; ED | DO * 


— — — — 
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Body of ſuch an Act. the Grounds and Reaſons up- 


on which it was made; and if the Church did ſuf- 


fer any Loſs by the Exchange made of Spiritual and 


Divine Powers for an Intereſt and Advantage in the 
Civil State, we their Succeſſours ſhould however be 


ſatisfied by what Right or Claim we are forecloſed. 


But we hear of nothing but Fact, that the Powers ot 
the Church did devolve on the Civil State, if yet 
this be Fact; and this might be owing to a meer 


Condeſcention in Biſhops of thoſe Times, to-volun- 


X pages 
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tary and pri vate Appeals from Hereticks or Schiſma- 
ticks, (as His Lordſhip acknowledges in Part * that 


It did) to Inſenſible Degrees and Steps without any 
previous Deſign ; and if ſo, their Succeſſors were o- 


bliged to ſtand upon their Original Right, and to 


recover their loſt Glaim and Power, rather than to 
confirm {ſuch Encroachments made upon It. Whe- 


ther the Church was under any Neceſſity or Obliga- 


tion of Continuing diſtinct from, and independent 


on the State? alſo what thoſe human Eccleſiaſtical 


Affairs are, which are ſuppoſed to fall under the 


_ Compaſs of human Authority? will be conſidered = 


under another Argument ; and from thence we ſhall 


be farther able to judge, whether It could not be 0- 


therwiſe but that the Niſtin& and Independent Pow- 
ers of the Church muſt devolve upon Civil Gover- 


nours embracing Its Commnnion? Whether Kings 


could not profeſs Subjection to Chriſt, without be- 


coming Supream Head under him over his Church? 
And this not only in Temporals, (in which the 


Church during its Diſtinct State did not Interpoſe 


any 
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any otherwiſe than by keeping its Members and Sub- 


jects from going to Law in Heathen Courts) but as 


do thoſe Spiritual Powers which It had and exerciſed 
not only in Diſtinction from, but in Oppoſition to 
the Civil Legiſlature and Government. 


His Lordſhip's Aſſertion therefore in this Matter, 
doth not carry any Self. evidence it; but. on the con- 


trary may well ſound harſh and ſtrange to thoſe who 


throly conſider this Matter. His Lordſhip's firſt and 
chief Argument is taken from the Jewiſh Church and 
State, which (as His Lordſhip faith) were not different 


Shcieties, not diſtin from, or Independent one on the o- 


ther ; and all the Members which made up the State being 
alſo Members of the ſame Communion 1n the Church, His 


Lordſhip thinks it plamly incongruous to ſay they were dif- 


ſerent Sycieties: And this (as His Lordſhip argues) may 


whenever God pleaſeth be the Caſe of any Chriſtian Church 


Page 8. 


in any other Country, and in this Caſe it is that the Queſtion 


of the Independence of the Church on the State doth proper - 
ly bear. That I may treat this Matter the more di- 


ſtinctly, Iwill examin the Force of this Conſequence 
drawn from the Jemiſb Church and State to the Chri- 


ſtian; alſo whether if this Parallel and Conſequence 


| be allow'd, a Legal Supremacy in the King over the 


Church be proved from thence ? And in what Senſe 
we mult underſtand His Lordſhip ? when he faith. 


that I. i in this Caſe (of the Church and State not be- 
ing different Societies diſtin the one from the other) 


that the Queſtion of the Independence of the Church on the | 


Slate doth properly bear. 


, ere 


1— ” 
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1 i0 oth 2 For ce d Conſequence of this Parallel 8 
the Jewiſh Church and State of the Chriſtian, my firſt Re- 
mark is, That the Succeſſion between theſe Two is 


very diſtant and remote, in this particular; not ſo 


in thoſe Reſpects in Which the Succeſſion doth really 
hold. His Lordthip well obſerves, that at the I wme 
of our Saviour's Appearing the Jews being in Subjeciton to 
the Romans, their Chur ch and State were in ſome Mea- 
lure differ: ent one from the other But that zhe Founda- 
tion of the Separation of the Civil and Ecclefe aſtical Power 


ſhould be 1 in Our Saviour Time, and as Peter de 


Merca quoted by His Lordſhip pretends, by our Sa- 
pour Himſelſ, ſaying Give wito Ceſar the T hmgs which 
are Ceſar”s, and i Gd the Things which are God s, is not 
at all agrecabic to the Hiſtory of that Nation; and 
His Lordſhi p ell argues, that that Anſwer of our Lord a 
could not eff ab{:/h ary Diſtinction or Separ ation between the 


Civil and Feclefia; FAT Porers, but would have been as pro- 


[ per 11 David” £07 x) Salomon' 1 2 But whatever new. 


Subjection the Jews were under at that Time, ful- 
filling the Antient Prophecy Gen. xlix. 10. yet had 


=” full and perfect State of that Nation and Church and 
of Religion and Government in It ceaſed as to a Setled 


and Conſtant Series of Lhings, for many Ages before, 
almoſt ever ſince Salomon: Nor can this Platform 


tor the Chriſtian Church and State recommend itſelf 
for our Imitation with Advantage in any Age ſince 


Salomon, tho the Examples of Hezekiah and J 


are of Ute. Hut this is not the moſt material Re- 
mark in our Caſe : : We muſt farther conſider, That 
_ the Hale of the Jewiſh Church and Nation, and of 


Beier 


— 


— — eros 
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Religion and Government in It, was as full and per- 
fed in its Beginning, before Kings were made, as e- 
ver it was under any the Beſt of them; and herein 
the Jewiſh State runs Parallel with the Chriſtian 

Church. His Lordſhip is pleas'd to ſay, I Hat the full 
and per ſect State of the Cbriſtian Church is not to be taten 
from its Beginning, when under all Worldly Diſadvantages ä 
imaginable it manifeſted a Divine Original and Power pre- 

ſerving It; but from the Progreſs and Succeſs of It, and 
the Accompliſhment of the Propheſics which fore-told that 
Kings ſhould be Its Nurſing Fathers, and Queens Its Nur- 
ſing Mothers. This is Seaſonable in our Time, and 
makes an Handſome Compliment to our Pious and 


Gracious QUEEN : But in different Tĩmes. Perſoenns 
of good Senſe and Authority have ſpoken a different oo | {1 
Language: And as to the Jew State, Why are BY 10 


the Times of the Theocracy forgot? Was not the 
Church of Iſrael then in a full and perfect State? Or 
did Ir receive its Perfection by Caſting off God from 
Reigning over them, and having a King to Rule over then 
after the manner of the Nations? The Holy Scripture 
doth not form any ſuch Ideas in us, they derive from 
a later Original. The State both of the Jews and 
Chriſtian Church was full and perfect in its Firſt 
Foundation and Eftabliſhment by Its Divine Author 
and Head: And if God in Founding the Jew// 8 1 
Church and Nation did make a Suppoſition of future ff 


Kings, and preicribe Laws in ſuch Caſe fore-ſeen, N | 
yet doth He not ſpeak of any new State of Perfection — nn 
by them to be added to his own Foundation : And 3 | | 
if the Temple at Jeruſalem, with all other Advanta- 


D 2 „ 
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ges which the ews enjoy'd under David and Salomon, 


did not ren der their Church State more full and per- 


fect, but rather more human and imperfect than It 


Was under an Immediate J heocracy.; much leſs can it 


be ſaid that the full and perfect State of the Chriſti- 
an Church muſt not be taken from Its Divine Origi- 
nal, but from the Worldly Advantages accruing to It 


by Kings and Queens: Nor do the Holy Propheſies 


fore- tell any New State of Perfection which they 


ſhould add to the Chriſtian Church, but only that 


they ſhould bring all their Glory to It in willing Ser- 
vice and Subjection: And it is a New Kind of Per- 
fection which a Divine State and Society ſhould re- 

_ ceive by giving up all Its Rights and Powers to be in 
 Subordination to a Civil, Human, Worldly Autho- 


rity and Dominion. But there is another Remark to 


be made on this Head more conſiderable than the 
Two former, and more obvious; and that is the 


Great Change which is made in the Whole State ot 


Religion and of the Church by the Goſpel. The 


Tem Church could not ſubſiſt in every Nation, but -4 


only in the Holy Land: The Jemiſb Prieſthood had 
no Powers annex'd to it equal to thoſe which our 
| Bleffed Lord gave to his Apoſiles and their Succeſ- 
ſors: Their Kings and Princes were by the Law 
of their Conſtitution neceſſarily their Brethren, of a 
choſen Tribe, Members of their Communion: Their 
Covenant in the Viſible Senſe and Adminiſtration of 
It conſtituted an Earthly Carnal State, and was en- 
forced by Temporal Rewards and Puniſhments : 


4 heir Reformations, in caſe of Idolatry or other Cor- | 
ruptions, | 


| r 


ruptions, conſiſted in Reviving's: a neglected Extzrial 
Service according to the Expreſs Letter of the Law, 
and needed no Gifts of Wiſdom but only Zeal and 
Courage: All Sacred or Special Adminiſtrations be- 
ing confin d to a particular Place, had many Secular 
Rights by Divine Inſtitution included i in the Sacred 
Offce: ; and their Prieſts could not exclude any from 
the Benefit of their Sacrifices for any Immoralities of 
Life, but only for Legal Incapacities. But a general 
Conſideration of the Great Difference in the Whole 
State, of Religion and of the Church between the 
ewiſb and Chriſtian Church, may convince us that 
any Parallel drawn between theſe mutt be managed 
with great Allowance for the Alteration and Change 
of Things made, or elſe the Argument and Conſe- 
quence drawn from ſuch a Parallel is very Precarious. 


But let the Parallel and Gaoſequence of it be Al- F. 10. 


i lowed, The Jewiſh Church and State confiſting of the ſame. 
Members did wat make I wo Different s Socielieꝶ Independent 
the one on the ber; Doth it then follow, that the 
Kings of {jrael or Judah had and cxercis'd a © UPre- 


| macy over the Church? Or where did the Suprema- 

cy *lye? And ſuppoſing It were the Will of Chriſt yt See Mes. - 

and the Nature of the Thing could bear It, that in a r 
Chriſtian Nation the Church and the State ond: 
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fozm one Body, ſo as not to be Diſtinct from or Inde- 
pendent one on the other, Would a Legal Suprema- 
cy in the King over the Church follow from hence? 
And will the Parallel between the Jewyh and Chriſti- 
an Church Prove or Juſtiße ſuch a 1 
= 


- 


9 de. N — — — As od 
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Did the Cie of Religion which Twi Kings had in- 


cumbent on them anſwer to an Ego Supremacy in 
all Its Branches; or in Its general Ute? The Supream 


Powers in the Perſons of Godiy Princes may have 


the Care of Religion, and inter meddle in its Affairs Jure 
Rego, as de Marca, in a general Senſe ; and ſuch Care 
will always have! in it a Soveraign Authority of a Ci- 
vil Kind : This Care will include Offices of Goodwil 
and Beneficence, for Example, in Gonferring Tem- 
poral Baronages upon Epiſcopal Sees and Enlarging 
their Diſtricts, alſo in Supplying the Expences of the 
Biſhop and Clergy at the Publick Charge, that Ge- 
neral or Particular Councils might not be Burthen- 
ſome to thoſe who firft direct and per ſuade the King 
to call a Council, and them convene by his Call and 
Authority: And this Care may have Right and Po. - 
cr in It, either by Law or Uncontroul, to Thru out 
1 Bigotted and Affronting Archbiſhop, as Salomon did 
Abial har, and as Henry II. made F Becket, alias 
Dereman, to travel for Seven Years. Yet all this Care 


of Religion in the Supream Powers notwithſtanding, 


the Biſhop ſhall have an Immediate, Soveraign, Inde- 
pendent Care, (i. e.) Authority and Government over bis 
Church, like that of a Futher in a Houle and Family, 
ina regular and conſtant Courſe ; and the King 
Uimſelt, the Civil Lord and Maſter over all Perſons 
and Cauſes i in the Secular Kind, ſhall yield willing 
Reverence and Subjection to the Authority and Go- 
vernment of CHRIST in his Church, adminiftred 
by the Biſhop as Chief Miniſter in his State and 


Kingdom. 1 lee no Shadow of Contradiction or In- 


conveimence 
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venience in this Notion and Suppoſition of Things 
here propoſed, nor any probable Connexion between 


the Care of Religion and the Supremacy. But to conſi- 


der this in the Jewi/s Platform; I muſt be allowed 


here to triumph before the Victory, and in General 


to declare that no Pattern or Model can more perfe- 
Aly diſagree to a Legal, Human, WorldlySuprema- 
cy, than this of the Jew 
His Lordſhip in Concurrence with the Canons if 1640, 


and the Convocation in which Biſhop Overal was Pra 


cutor, and innumerable other good Authors have 


made to be the very Ground-work and Platform of 
our Hugliſo Supremacy : Nor do any Chrittian Prieſts 


deſire more Authority to be acknowledged in the 


Church, (with a due and neceſſary Allowance for 
the different Nature and State of Things under the 
| Goſpel) and in Them, than what all muſt own to 
have been in the 7 Jewiſh Hierarchy, v hich 1 in [ome 
Meaſure was a I heocracy even under their Kings :' 
Nor can any Man Learned in the e WV ri tings, | 


whether Canonical or Human, ol the leati Tin- 


cture of a Jewsſh Spirit, but he will look on a Legal 

| Supremacy of a Civil Authority to be one of the grea- 
teſt Obſtructions to the Converſion of the Jews, who. 
have other Expectations concerning the Meſſia and 
his Kingdom, when Iſrael ſhall be Reſtored, and the 

Glory of the Lord fhall fill the whole Earth, which ſhall. 


700 Church and Sta te, which 


then be a I emple of God: For where, | pray, was. 


the Civil Authority in the Tewifh State lo boaſted of? 
His Lordſhip anſwers, in Moſes, David, and Salomon. 


But 12 the Mention of Miſes i in this Caſe E bei = 
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ly Incongruous : Moſes acted not by Any Civil Au- 


thority or Power; his Eſtabliſhment is proved to be 


of God, and not from human Policy, by this among 
other Reaſons, That he gave fo Viſible a Prehemi- 


nence to Aaron and the Tribe of Levi, which was 


ſeparate to God above all their Brethren and the Lord's Por- 


zion, hereby having a Dignity above the Reſt of the 


Nation as great and peculiar as that Nation had a- 


bove the Reſt of the World: In that Conſtitution 
which he fixed by Divine Appointment, the Glory 
of that Nation conſiſted in being a Kingdom of Preeſts ; 


nor was there any Regal Power till long after his 
Time, nor any Civil Supream Power, or Shadow of 
It, inftituted by Him. Was this Civil Supremacy 
then in David or Salomon? But could theſe or any 


other Kings break in upon the Conſtitution at firſt 
ſetled by Moſes? Or could they alter and change 
any preſent Cuſtoms and Uſages in the Church, o- 


therwiſe than by Reviving the Obſervance of the 


Law when It had been neglected, or by Divine In- 


ſpiration? The Learned Biſhop of Meaux, whoſe 


Authority or Judgment in theſe Matters is worthy 


Diſcourf.. 


F 


Univerſ. 2. 


of Regard, aſſures us, (nor doth Peter de Marca quo- 
ted by His Lordſhip ſay the contrary) „That the 
“Body of the Jewiſh Laws was not a Collection ot 

„ Statutes made and Reviſed at different Times and 


Occaſions, but the Whole was foreſeen and appoin- 
 Eted by Moſes ; that we read no Ordinances of Salo- 
nion, Jeboſaphat, or Hezekias, tho pious and zealous 
Kings; that theſe good Princes had nothing to do 
but to make the Law of Moſes be obſerv'd by their 


„Subjects; 
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* Subjects ; and that for them to have gon about to 
„Add or Take away any One Article, were ſuch 
L anAttempt as would have made them be regarded 
with Horrour by the People. And if we give any 


— 


Credit to the Rabbins, they aſſert ſuch an Authori- 8er 4 


ty and Power in the Sanhedrim over their Kings as to 
us ſeems Extravagant, and Ridiculous beyond the 


Regium Febr. 
Cap. 2. The. 7. | 


known Story of Biſhop Ambroſe and the Emperour | 


Theodofous. I ſhall now tranſcribe the Canon of 1640, 


and the Interpretation or Confirmation of It in Con- 
vocation, as quoted by His Lordp. The Canon faith, 


T hat Prelates uſed this Power, of Calling Councils, be- 


fore, becauſe they had no Chriſtian Kings : The Convo- 

cation tell us, how by Degrees the Apoſtles did ſettle the 
Government of the Church among the Gentiles converted to 
Christ, mo$t ſuitable and agreeing with the Platform ordai- 
ned by God Himſelf among the Jews : I here was only this 
Want to the full Accompliſhment of ſuch a Church Govern- 
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vient as was ſettled among the Jews, I hat dur ing the Apo- 
ſtles Times, and for a long Seaſon afterwards, It wanted 


| Chriſtian Magiſtrates io ſupply the Rooms of Moſes, King 
David, King Salomon, and the Rest of their Worthy 


Succeſſors.— And moreover we have ſufficient Warrant 


by the ſaid Pradlice of the Apoſtles to judge, that if all the 


Kings and Soveraign Princes of the World would have re- 
ceived the Goſpel mhil t the Apoſtles lived, they would have 
ſettled this Platform of Church Government under them in 


ever) ſuch Kingdom and Principality: I bat as the Ihree 
ll ential Par LS of the Prieſthood under the Law were tran- 


flated to the Miniſtry or Prieſthood in the New I eſtament, 
ce of them might have been 


fo the External Shew or Pract 


E 


* tl 


in Effect the ſame under Chriſtian Princes, that it mas un- 
der the Godly Kings and Princes of Judah. I ſhall leave 
the Reader to judge from what I have ſaid how far 
this Platform will reach our Caſe, and what it ſigni- 
fies at all. I ſhall now ſuppoſe an Incorporation of 
the Church and State in a Chriſtian Nation, and this 
in its firſt Principles and Beginning: It is worthy 
of Confideration, whether in the firſt Beginning of 
2 Chriſtian State Kings becoming Nurfng Fathers did 
receive the Church as a Nur/e-child uncer their Tu- 
torage and Authoritative Care Spiritual and Fempo- 
ral, and became Perſone mixte ; or did rather as wil. 
ling Subjects and Adopted Sons with Reverence and Fear 
brivg all their Glory as a 1 rabutary Offering in a reaſonable 
Subjeclion to the Church © Not that the Emperour in 
yide Defence bein 5 Bap tized by a Biſhop : ſhould, 45 Bellarmane COn- 
. ofthe Vindt. ceits, make an Implicite Diſpoſal of his Crown and 
Ted Bog. Soveraign Authority to the Biſhop ; but to uſe and 
employ his Civil Dignity and Authority for the 
Church's Intereſt, in a willing Subjection to Its Na- 
tive Divine Rights and Powers: So as that the At- 
fairs of Religion, Fcclefie Salus, ſhould ſtill remain 
purely under Spiritual Cognizance, and its proper 
Authority be exempt from Civil Juriſdiction. The 
EKEing or Emperor is by Baptiſm added as a Member 
to the Church, not as a publick but only as a pri- 
vate Perſon: He receiveth greater Benefits by the 
Communion of the Church, than the Church can 
obtain Advantages by Him: And whatever Union 
and Incorporation. be made of the Church and State 
confilting of all the ſame Members, as it is the * : 


ly Advantage did not incline and byaſs the Minds 


| Power within Itſelf unto Spiritual Ends, is granted 
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and Command of God that It ſhould do in every 
Chriſtian Nation, yet is it not fit that the Authori- 
ty of Religion and Intereſt of the Church ſhould be 4 
Subject to all the Reaſons and Politicks of State. 1 = 
can ſee no Law or Neceſſity. of a Legal Civil Supre- an 
macy ariſing from ſuch an Incorporation of Church [ 
and State. I will ſa y no more in a Caſe which — 
ſeems Plain in Itſelf, if Civil Intereſt and World- 1 


of Good and Excellent Men to a contrary Senſe of 
Things. — NL 


But ſuppoſing ſuch an Union and Incorporation of F, x 1. 
Church and State, that they do not make Two dif- 

ferent Societies diſtinct the one from the other; His 

Lordſhip faith, that it is in this Caſe that the Queſtion of pa . 

the Independence of the Church doth properly bear. That 
the Church, in caſe of n6Chriſtian Kings, or of their 

being Hereticks and Schiſmaticks and fo not of Its 

Communion, has a Diſtinct Being and Independent 


by all. That the Church being ſo incorporated with 
the State as ro have no diſtinct Being as a Society, 
can have no Independent Power of Its own will not 
be queſtion'd by any: Of Nothing Nothing can be af- 
firmed, and to act ſuppoſeth to be, are Maxims of Rea- 
ſon univerſally agreed: Nor do ] ſee that the Que- 
ſtion in this Caſe can bear at all. All the Queſtion 
muſt be, Whether the Church in a Chriſtian State 
has any diſtinct Being as a Divine Society, or in be- — 
ing incorporated with the State has loſt all Diſtincti- — 
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Don from It? On elſe, Whether not an Judependence, 
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but un Abſolute Supremacy muſt: be aſcribed to the one 


over the other; like as the POPE claimeth over 


Kings and Kingdoms; and like as Kings are now ſaid 


to have over the Church + The Queſtion of Spre- 
macy doth, indeed, properly bear in this Caſe ; but 


the true N otion of the Independence of the one State and 


Power on the other, is in this Suppoſition wholy and neceſſa- 


rig lot: The Charcl: i in this Caſe (as Archbiſhop F 
Land, quoted and approv'd by His Lordſhip, faith) } 


Is 11 the Common-wealth, and not the Common-pwealth in 


the Church. 


I ſhall not diſpute the Point of Supremacy Iti 1s 


| certainly contrary to the Religion of Chriſt, and to 
his Church and Kingdom in the World, to pretend 


5 his Authority to the Prejudice of the Secular Rights 


of any Princes, Chriſtian or Infidel. His Kingdom 1s 
not of this World : Ne lets the Emperours 8 Prin- 


ces of the World alone with the Uſe of their Domi- 
nions. But I will, as I think, plainly prove, That 


the Church founded and eſtabliſht by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, was not only under a Neceſſity and Obli- 


gation to continue diſtinct in its Being and Indepen- 


dent in its Powers on the State; but that all Union 


and lucorporation whatever that can be imagined 


being ſuppos'd, the Church muſt retain its diſtinct 


Being and Independent Power, or it can have no 


Being at all; no Title of Relation to Chriſt Its 
Hs, no Preſence of Chriſt and his Spirit in It and 
with le; ; no. Power over the Conſciences of Men: 


Such 


1 fhould continue ſuch, and the Law of Its Foundati- 
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Such is the Abſolute Nature of the Church and its 
Power. So that tho' the Wiſdom, Authority, and 
Grace of CHRIST our Lord and God, might be 
pleaded as a ſufficient Reaſon that his Church foun- 
ded without any Dependance on the Civil Power 


on be counted Neceſſity and Obligation ſufficient 
for its Continuing the ſame ; yet I ſhall ſhow, That 
the Wiſdom of our Lord in this his Eſtabliſhment is 
ſuch, that 1t cannot be altered without being de- 


ftroyed. The Commiſſion which Chriſt gave to his Fite Defencs A 
Apoſtles and their Succeſſors to the end of the World, of the Dep: | | 
and the Grand Charter of the Church declared in the 5 5 1 
Goſpel and Sacraments to them committed, as it 1s I 

High in Dignity beyond all other Commuſſions and \þ 

Charters in the World; fo where It obtains it muſt fl 
be a Foundation of a Shciety vaſtly different from all o- 10 


ther Orders in the World. As the Father has ſent me, 
| ſo have J ſent you * As Jam not of {ys World. 60 they 
are not of this World: Go ye | forth lo all Naitzas to 
make them my Diſciples by Baptiſm, and to teach them to 
| obſerve all things whatever I have commanded, The Sub- 
jets in this Divine State and Kingdom, cannot fall un- 
der Secular Juriſdiction; and their Intereſts are of in- 
finitely greater Goncern, than all Worldly Advanta-- 
ges whatever: Nor can the ſame Perſons, in a ſtrict 


and proper Senſe, be ſaid to be Members both of the | 3 
| Church and of the State; for Men are Subjects of the | 


State only in Matters of External Liberty and Property, 
but they are Members and Subjects of the Church in 
Points regarding the Sow and Conſcience: It i the: 
„ | 5 Prieſt. 
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Prieſt who in GOD's Name teaches and commands 
Men to obey the Civil Power, not for Wrath but for 
Conſcience fake. The Laws of this Divine State 
and Kingdom do comprehend the moſt valuable and 
neceſſary Laws of Civil Order and Government, in 
a Subordination to its peculiar Myſteries; but they 
are alſo vaſtly more Comprehenſive, Noble, and Spi- 
ritual. The conſtant and folemn Promulgation and 
Interpretation of theſe Laws and Myſteries in the 
holy Aſſemblies gathered in Chriſt's Name, which 1 
is the Legiſlature in this Kingdom; and the Admi- J 
niſtration of thoſe Sacraments which are External 
Signs and Seals of a Divine Covenant tranſacted, by 
which Men {wear Allegiance to their Saviour and 
Lord, muſt run in the Name and Authority of Chr:#- 
the LORD; by Whom: theſe Sacred Functions 
are inſtituted, and alſo the Perſons exerciſing them 
are ſubſtituted. The Acts by which any Members 
are admitted into this Society, or excluded from It, 
are vaſtly different from any Right of Freedom and 
privileges given in a Civil Government; they re- 
quire peculiar Qualifications in the Perſons admitted 
to be Denizens in this Holy State; and theſe Acts 
can be perform'd by none but the Miniſters of Chriſts 
Kingdom, in the Exerciſe of their own Judgment, ae- 
cording, to the known Laws of the Goſpel; and the 
Ads of this Government do expreſs a real Applica- 
tion of the Promiſes and Threatnings of the Word 
of God, do enſtate Men in his Favour and Love, or 
lay them under his Wrath and Diſpleaſure: And 
God has, if I may ſo ſpeak, obliged Himſelf to 77 S 
* tie 
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tifie all regular Acts of this kind adminiſtred by thoſe 
whom he has Empowered to act in his Name. This 


Society“ bears a Myſtical Relation to the Heavenly * Mr. Pot 
State and Church, therefore called the Kingdom of Def: Part, 2 


Heaven ; the Biſhop making One Perſon with Chrift ? 246. 
the Archety al High Prieſt and Head; and the Vi- 
{ble Body of the Faithful reprefenting the Catholick 
Invifible Church of all Saints; and this Kingdom of 


| Chriſt is the Exerciſe of that Power which is given him 


in Heaven and on Earth, and a Prefiguration of the Ring- 
dom which he ſhall perfonally adminiſter at his glori ious 
Appearance. This is that Dome Shciety in which Go 
even the Father, and our Lord Jeſus, and bis Spi it dwell, 
walk, ſpeak, af, and rule among. Men. Thus the Em- 
baſſadours of Chriſt have-the Miniſtry of Reconcili- 
ation committed to them: Thus the Miniſters of 
| Chriſt are Stewards ot the Myſteries of God; and 
the Scepter of his Kingdom 1s put into their Hands 
for the Conqueſt over Enemies, and the Reconcili- 
ation and Peace of thoſe who ſubmit. Nor can the 
deteſted Author of The RIGH IS, and oth: er Men 
of his Kidney be convinced; nor the Growth of De- 
iſm be prevented ; 3 nor the Intereſt of Relię gion and 
Godlineſs, not to ſay the Honour and Digni ity of. 
the Clergy, be ſecured, whilſt this Pivire Conſtitution = 
of the Church as a Diſtind Sheiety, and [ts Independence | 
on the State is not aſſerted and maintained. And let 
whatever Incorporation of the Church on the State: 
be imagined and ſuppoſed, yet unleſs the Church be 
 wholy, aboliſhed, It muſt preſerve its: Diſtinction. 
from the Civil Authority and ere Tho' all 1 
| be... 
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Biſhops ſhould take out Patents from the King to 
Pen give Orders, and adminiſter Cenſures as by 


icenſe from him, and ſo become the King's Biſbops; 


yet muſt this imply an abſolute Renouncing Christ 
Commiſſion, which Lay- powers can no more convey 


to others, than they may Themſelves Preach and 


Adminiſter the Sacraments ; or elſe this Commiſſion 


will contain and carry in it a divided Authority, ſuch 


as may raiſe a Jealouſie of Imperium in Imperio in thoſe | 
who are Strangers to the true Deſign of Chriſt's Re- 
ligion: And even in this extraordinary Gate, once 


| known (as to ſome) in England, it is hoped that how- 


ever the Appearance and vulgar Judgment of things 


might be to the contrary, yet the Supremacy muſt be : 


placed in Chris Cummi ſſon, and the Subordination in 


the King's Patent. Tho' the Dioceſan Diſtricts are 


Page 11. 


from the Civil Power, and Biſhops may not exerciſe their 
Office and Power in any Cbriſtian Kings Kingdoms but by 
and under their Power, as Archbiſhop Laud quoted by 


His Lordſhip; yet will the Biſbop always be thought | 


a Perſon very different from the High Sheriff of the 


County, and the Two Convocation- men diſtin& from the 
Burgeſſes, and the Church in the Dioceſe a diſtinct 
Society; for which Aſſertion beſides other obvious 


Reaſons J aſſign this, That this Church always re- 


tins an Independent Power of Continuing Itſelf in 
its Church- form and Order, in Oppoſition to the Ci- 
vil Authority and Power, in caſe of Regal and Par- 


liamentary Defection. Beſides, this Diviſion of Di- 
ſtricts, and Election and Inveſtiture of Biſnops in 
their Sees, and what elſe belongs to the Exerciſe of 


the 
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the cred Functions i in the KINGS or QUEEN? O 
Dominions, is no Act of Supremacy but of Providen- 
tial Ordination; ; no Matter of Right, but of Cour- 


teſie and mutual Compentation ; and the Hiſtory of 


Changes and Variations in all theſe Points, is very 
profitable and diverting. 


Ihho' all Per ſons were Native Members of the Church 
in being born the KING's lawful Subjects, or were 


admitted Members of the Church by an Oath of Sub- 


miſſion to the Government, like as on the contrary an 


Act of Religion in the ſpecial Adminiſtration of the Church 
of England ws made a Lest to qualiſie Men for I ortdly 


Advantage „ the State herein doing Homage and ownmg, a 


e ee to the Church ; yet even in this Caſe if it 


be at the ſame time known and believ'd that very 
ſpecial and diſtin& Qualifications do render a Man 


a true Subject and Member of Chris Body, beſides 
and beyond what is requiſite in a true and good Sub- 


je& of the State; and that peculiar and high Prizile- 


ges are given in the Communion of the Church, beyond 
all worldly Advantages imaginable which the Civil 
Power can beſtow ; this is enough to keep up a Suſ- 


picion of an Empire within an Empire: And that tho' 


the Church and State ſeem to coaleſce the cloſeſt that 


can be in one Body, yet the Church always doth and 
neceſſarily mult continue a Society diſtinct from the 
State, and ſo far Independent on It: And that it is 


the Intereſt of Princes both in Conſcience 1nd Pru- 


dence to own the true Independence of the Church, 
rather than to affect a Legal Supremacy over lt. | 
delire the Reader to Judge. from what is now ſaid, 


"he. 
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whether the true Independence claim'd by the Ca- 
tholick Church of CHRIST can conſiſt only in this, 
That the Power of Preaching the Word and Adminiſtring 
the Sacraments belongs not to Princes but to Miniſters ? 
which His Lordſhip declares to be all that is claim'd 
by the Church of England : Alſo what Powers are by 


neceſſary Right conſequent on the Exerciſe of Sacred Fun- 


ions, which Powers His Lordſhip has not been plea- 


fed to aſſert or expreſs, but only to ſpeak of Powers 
which ſome, without juſt Reaſon, think to be conſequent 
on Them? Alſo whether allowing that no State or 
Kingdom mill or can admit of Iwo Legiſlatures otherwiſe 


than in Subordination of one to the other, the Civil State 


in our Nation doth not by the 'Te# Ad qualifying 
for all Places of Dignity and Truſt, own a Supremacy 


in the Church and Subordination in the State © Alto whe- 
ther diſlindt Laws, and Offices for ſeveral, and infinite- 


Iy diſtinct Purpoſes in Church and State, (together with 


a diſtinct Commiſſion and Charter, diſtinct Subjects 


and Members, diſtin Dignities and Privileges) do 
not make Imo different Societies? An indelible Chara- 
der in the Church will always render It diſtinct from 
the State and independent on It, whatever Subordi- 


nation It may ſuffer in the Exerciſe of Its Acts and 


Powers. Hidden and myſti cal Relatiem are cou nted 
Beings of the loweſt Entity, but they have the grea- 


tteeſt Þfſicacy. | 
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But the finiſhing Confideration in this Matter is 
to inquire, What are the Humane Ecclefraftical Affairs 
(diftinct from thoſe Laws which are Immedeately of GOD = 

YE eto, „ which 
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which are indeed independent on the Church m aol @ the 


State) which fall within the Compaſs of human Authority, 


and in which the Royal or Legal Supremacy takes 


Place? The Truth of general Propoſitions muſt be 
made good, by the Explication of the chief Particu- 
lars comprehended in them; for if an Hypotheſis 


doth not ſerve to explain the moſt remarkable Phe- 
nomena, it is no better than an ill contriv'd Romance. 
Now theſe Affairs of Religion and the Church which 


are made ſubordinate to the State are, 


10e Calling and Condening Councils, freely to adjudge Page 6, & 
of ſuch Doctrins and Articles of Faith which are by 471% | 
the Authority which conveneth them propoſed for 
their Determination, and ſuch their Deciſions to re- 


ceive their Validity and Sanction from the fame Au- 


thority : And the Clergy in their ſeveral Stations 
muſt preach, and the People believe, ſo far at leaſt 
as their Rank and Figure puts them under a ſpecial 
Cognizance of the State, what the King and his Ec- 


_ cleftaſtical Counſellors ha ve Agreed and Confirm'd. 


It was the great Concern and Bufinefs of the Rights 


that it might depend on the Civil Magiſtrate what 


Goſpel and what Faith ſhould be Preached in their 
Territories; and eminent Mafters had gon before 


him 1n this Deſign. And if the Prerogative and Pow- 


er now-mention'd, and which is the higheſt Point in 


the Supremacy, be aſcrib'd to Chriſtian Princes, all 
the moff different Explications of the Articles of Re- 
ligion will eventually depend on their Soveraign Will 
and Pleaſure : And the Primitive Orthodox Faith 


may be as much lolt and hid in a Chriftian Kingdom, : 


8 as 
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as A I Thouſand who had not lowed the Tuer! to B50 


were in Iſracl. New Creeds and Confeſſions ſhall in 
continual Courſe ſucceed in the Room of the Old 


with every Change of Emperors. And as His Lord- 


thip ſeems to queſtion, Whether upon a nice Euquit) 


it will not be found that there has been no Coumci! 


truly general ſince that of the Apoſtles; ſo others will 


be tempted to queffion, Whether any Councils call'd 
and managed by the Civil Authority can be ſaid to be 
Chriſtian or Free: And in ſhort, if all Eccleſiaftical 


Legillature and Judgment in a National or more Ge- 


neral Council, confiſting in the Interpretation of Do- 


ctrins, and Laws, and Deciſion of Cafes, (agreeably 
to the only Rule and Standard of theſe Things in 


the Laws or Declarations which are immediately of 


God in the Holy Scriptures). depend thus on the 
Civil Authority and Sanction, then doth all Religi- 
on and Faith depend on the prince, and both may 
and muſt change and turn at his Pleaſure; and in 


the dernier Retort nothing will be Matter of Conſci- 


ence in the publick Exerciſe and Profeſſion of Reli- 
gion, but as it ſtands confirm'd by Royal or Parlia- 
mentary Authority. But that this my Diſcourſe 
may not all tend to PrieF-craft and PrieF-riding, 


( Terins of Reflection which to me, and according to 


the moſt Modern Uſe of thoſe Expreſſions, are alto- 


gether 1 and ſynonymous to Atheiſm, Deiſm, 


Hol n I thall take the Liberty to make this Re. 


mark, That this Power exerciſed by Conſtantine the 
Pious ad Great, was {0 Natural and Iundcent in its era 


— Wie Jes, that if Buſbops 1 In All ambitious and contentious 
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Abuſe of their Power had not led the Way, and ſet 
the Example of Impoſing Critically on the Faith and 
Conſcience of Chriſtian People, all the Kings and En- 
perours of the Faſt and the Weſt, of the Earth and 
the World, ſhould not have had either Heart or Pow- 
er to Impoſe and Top upon them: And if this kind 


.2Y 
* 8 
1 


Lam of all Churches, other than what belongs to Du 
ceſan Juriſdictiun: And this Power ſeems by the Na- 
ture of things to be lodg'd in the Bop and bi, Cler- 
2 together, with an human and prudential Regard to the 
Peace of the Laity: And in theſe Concerns no Bi- 
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of Legiſlature, either as in à General or Natio— 
nal Church, were not more regarded than there is 


Cauſe, the True Legiſlature and Government in 


Chriſt's Church would not have been diſputed or , 


JJ L 
I he next Point of Supremacy is the chef Ordering 
and Diſpoſin g Matters of Hccleſiaſtical Polity and Church- 


order and Decency : For thy all particular Churches 


are oblig'd to objerve the Rules given by our Saviour and his 


C3 | 


 Apoſt les to the Church ii general, and to make their Com- 
munion ſuch as other Churches may join in; yet there 15 nc 


v1fible Authority to enforce the fame external Poliy, fo far 


as it is human and prudential, upon all particular Chu - 


[ 


ches. And fo far as I can diſcern by the Relative and 
Connecting Particles % and het, and by the Aſſer— 
tion and Reſtriction, there is no Need of any external 


aun, Hangar, | | 


Polit) diſtinguiſbing particular Churches from the general 


In U 228 
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ſhop muſt Ahe en, but every one is Father and 


| Maſter in his own Houſe and Family, fo as he in- 


trench not upon the general. Laws of the Catholick 
3 VN Church. 


* ad r 
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Church: And if I may venture a particular Opini- 


on, which I ſhall not ſtand now to juſtifie by proper 
References, 1 concei ve that the firſt Uſe and Autho- 
rity of Liturgzes was Dioceſau; and like as among the 
Jews any Famous Rabbin aud Doctor taught the Daſcuples 
of his Sect and School to pray, ſo each Biſbop in his Deo- 


ceſe prepared an Orthodox Liturgie for his Clergy. If 


I ſeem to my Reader to make too light of this Sub- 


ject, it is from this Reaſon, That much greater Of- 


fices and Powers being by, the Tenour of this Dil- 


courſe aſcrib'd to Biſbops than that of Ordering Ce- 
remonies, and Compoling Liturgies, and Preſcribing 
the Matters of an external Polity, whereby particu- 
lar Churches are diſtinguiſhed from the Catholick 


Church, (as much as the Invariable Acts of their Mi- 


niſtry and Authority in Chriſt are greater than any. 
Power which reſpects mutual Laws depending on 


Page 1 


human Conſent) it is but fit that they to whom the 


greater Things are committed, ſhould be entruſted 

with the Leſſer. 1 0 . 
Ihe laſt Point of Supremacy reſpects the late Ex- 

erciſe of the Authority of the Whole Legiſlature over Bi- 


ſhops aud Prestyters upon a Civil Account. 1 ſhall not re. 


vive the Dead Caule of the late Separation; all that I 


ſhall fay to that is, That if the Biſhops and Clergy 
then Deprived did not rightly underſtand their Spi- 
ritual Tenure before they were outed of their Secu- 


lar Claim, if they had not learnt the Difference bes- 4 
tween a Spiritual Relation and a Law: diſtrict, and 
the obligations of Conſcience in a Chriſtian People 


do adhere to Spiritual Governours as Superiour to all 


other 
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other Authority and Power, until they could not 
comply with this; there is the more to be remark'd 
in the Providence of God inſtructing them by Cor- 
rection, and their Plea to the continued Subjection 
of their former People coming ex pod Faclo, and ont 
of * was with the more Reaſon and Juſtice over- 


ruled. But His Lordſhip in this Paragraph ſpeaks 


of Popiſh and Puritanical Writers, as the only Per ſons 


who did before cenſure this Exerciſe of 7 Au— 


thority; and p. S. of Popiſb aud Presbyterian Eutroach- 


Page 1 1. 


mente. 1 have once and again in this Diſcourſe de- 
clar'd againſt the Popiſh Pretences in this Matter; 


as to the other Party I ſhall now ſay, That if there 


mere Nothing more to be Faulted in Puritans and 
Presbyterians than their Scruples about the Supremacy, 


and their Fears leſt the Regalia of CHRIST”'s King- 


dom ſhould hereby be Invaded, and their Loyalty to 


him their only Lord and Maſter be Impeached by Com- 
pliance with it, they ought to be had in great Eſtee 


and Reverence by thoſe whoſe Education and Conver- 


ſation has given them in theſe Cauſes a greater and. 


advantagious Latitude. And if all ſuch, who ( any Oath 


| of Supremacy and Submiſſon in Point of Compliance not- 
withſtanding ) could be glad of a new Reformation as 
to the Legiflature and Supremacy in Matters of Ec- 
_ clefiaftical Right and Power, mutt be thought favou- 


rable arid inclinable to Puritanifm and Presbyteria- 


niſm, it is greatly to be fear'd that their Numbers 
and Characters are greater than it is for the Intereſt 


of the Church of land that they ſhould be: And 


it the Biſhops were not Depoſable but by their Cler- 
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ther this Power could not but in Fact devolve upon 


gy and People, nor the Clergy but by: Biſhops, nor 


any Civil Account of Oaths, Oc. in nice Caſes con- 


cern'd in their Church-ſtation, the Dignity and Safe- 
ty ot both Church and State "might be equa y and 


indeed better promoted than now It is. 25 
I ſhall conclude my Remarks upon this firſt bin 


cipal Opinion with Three Determining and Decifive ÞI 


Obſervations. 


I. The Author of the RIGHT * impious and 


55 deteſted however, has with full E vidence of Reaſon 
and Truth aſcrib d to the Church all neceſſary Pow- 
Ef in Itſelf as a Community and Society; the lame 

in a general Senſe that belongs to every diſtinct and 


Independent Family in a Pariſh, and indeed to eve- 
ry Corporation, Foundation, or Petty Club in a Cot- 
tee-houte. He plays the Magiſtrate againſt the Cler- 

y, who are 1n his Belief the very Origin and Source. 


ob all Evil; but he gives his belt Reſpects and Ser- 


vices to the Soveraignty of the People: And ſeve- 


ral valuable Paſſages might be cited from him, aſ- 
cribing to the Church (the Body of the Faithful 
excluſive of the Clergy) as a Society all neceſſary 
Power to preſerve and reform Itſelf; a Power of 
Judging in Matters of Faith, of Chuting and Depo- 
ting their own Officers, of Or dering whatever is pe- 
culiar and diſtinguiſhing i in their External Polity; || 
| becauſe when Chriſt inſtituted his Church, he did by * 
ſuch his Commiſſion endow It with all neceflary and -- 


ſufficient Powers for Its own Uſe and End; or ra- 


23 
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It, by the natural Law and Right of voluntary So-. 4 
ciety. He has indeed given a very ill turn to the few Rea- b 
ſonings of this Kind which are true and just, and he af— 
feds a falſe Notion and Deßnition of the Church; 
but he may be quoted as a very good Authority to 
prove the Church, in his Senſe, to be a ciety diſtinct 
rom the State and Independent on It. He would prove 
the Church of Ezgland to be founded in the Civil 


. =_ | WR? | ] 1 WE 
Legiſlature and Regal Supremacy, but he aſcribes 1 

a different Foundation and different Powers to tze 
J ! 
II. It is very improper to form our Judgment in S. 15. mn 

| | i $a oy "We | 2 5 5 | {+ Y 
theſe Matters, and to tetch Authority for the Supre- 0 


macy from what was allowed to the first Chriſtian Empe- 
perours; from what was done in King Henry VIIPs, Ring 
Edward VI's, and Queen Elizabeth's Iime; or from 
what Archbiſhop Laud might write and believe on this Ar- 
ticle. No Cate whatever that has been ſo often de- 
termined, and by ſo great Authorities, can, upon a 
juſt Pretence of Circumſtances rendring former Views 
- defective, demand a Re-hearing and Superviſing 
with ſo much Cauſe and Reaſon, as this Indepen- 
dence of the Church on the State. If we lay aſide 
all Authorities in this Argument taken from the three 
critical Circumſtances of I ime now mention'd, and try 
this Point not from what was done and declared in 
thoſe Turns and Changes, but from what Judgment 
of the Supremacy Ute, Experience, and more ſedate 
Thoughts have inclin'd Men to have, the Indepen- 
dence of the Church will appear in a much fairer 
———— —— 8 
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Light than commonly it doth. Nor can any Man 
equitably refuſe this our juſt Demand of Throwing 
aſide all theſe Authorities in the Caſe: For to con- 
fider this in the firſt Inſtance; How little doth Con- 
ftantin's Calling the Council and bearing their Charges an- 
ſwer to the Law of our Supremacy over an Engliſh 
Convocation ? Doth his humble and pious Compli- 
Rf, Lib. 1. ment to the Biſhops in Council, God has made Tou 
r. Prieſts, and hath given Tou Power to judge me, Tou are as 
Gods to me, favour at all of Supremacy, which was 
then at moſt but in Enbrio, and is well grown ſince? 
This was long before that of Yalentman, quoted by 
DE His Lordſhip page 39, I hat it was not Lawful for hin 
de ie who with the People was in Subjeclion, to intermeddle with 
Reader 25t0 thoſe Affairs, a to judge between Bifbops : And in theſe 
 renceof Expreſſions of the one Emperour and the other, I do 
not more admire the Hunulity and Piety, than J ap- 
prove the Reaſon and Juſtice. How glad were the 
poor Biſhops of a Chriſtian Emperour! How eafily 
might the Hope of Worldly Advantages make them 


= 


forget the Rights of the Church! How cloſely did 


they from Time to Time beſiege the Emperors with 
utmoſt Addreſs and Importunity in Cauſes of private 
Ambition and Contention? How little did they 


doreſee the future Uſe of thoſe Precedents which 


| they ſer? And upon the whole, How improper is 


it to determin the Queſtion of Supremacy and Inde= | 


pendence as it now ſtands by their Judements ; much 


more ſo to do it by any Fads in their Example, the 


proper Nature and Circumſtances of which Facts we 
cannot comprehend ? But we can better underftand 
PET mens 3 == 
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the Grounds and Circumſtances of Things in King 
Henry VIII, King Edward VI's, and Queen Elixa- 

beth's Time, and what were the governing Views in 
all their Acts. And the Author of the Righis has 
ſufficiently told us to what a Degree they carried 
this Point: If any Man in Reading his Preface can 


approve and vindicate the Regal or Parliamentary 

1 Supremacy in and over all the moſt Spiritual Claims _ — - 
and Acts there aſſerted, and doth not ſee Cauſe for 1 

a Reviſal and new Reformation in Matters of Eccle- " 
fiaſtical Right and Diſcipline, 1 cannot imagin my- . 
ſelf capable by any the moſt convincing Argument, 1 

or happy Force of Expreſſion, to ſet ſuch 4 Man's — 


Mind right: Nor will I give myſelf the Liberty — 
and Freedom to make the proper Refle&ions upon =_ 
the Hiffory of thoſe Reigns in theſe Reſpects; eve- = 
ry Man of the leaſt Reading may do it for himſelf, 
and ſeveral worthy Perſons have ſaid enough to that 
1 Purpoſe. As to Archbiſhop Laud, * his general and se fs. 
| known Character would render him little ſuſpeFted — 
of any partial and undue Regard to the Supremacy 
of the State over the Church, if the Hiſtory of his 
unhappy: Times did not fully inform us how neceſſa- 
ry it was for him to take Shelter under the Royal 
Wings, and to make his own Advantage of a Perſo- 
nal Supremacy in the King. And it muſt be conteſt, 
That the Church of England in its National Con- 
cerns being evidently (as the Rights ſaith) a Creature 


= Hl the Civil State and Power, the True and Eflential Preface p.44. 


Rights of a Catholick Church of Chriſt in the Nation 
eee eee has bare 
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have been little regarded or apprehended Dy very 
Great and Learned Men. 


III. Chriſtian Princes may be Cuſtodes aries Ta- 


| Jule, and Guardians of the Rights of the Charch, 


without a proper Supremacy over it; and Biſhops 


with their Clergy may be in a Dependence on the 


State as to the Exerciſe of their Functions in parti- 


cular Diſtricts, and yet retain and exerciſe Spiritual 


Powers conſequent on their Functions independent 


on the State. Godly Princes will promote Religion 


and Reformation, and they have a manifold Power 


and juſt Authority therein without becoming Prieſte, 
or the Fountain of all Power exercis d and Al ed 


in their Kingdom: And a Subordination of Biſhops 
and Prieſts o the Civil Power in the Exerciſe of 


their Sacred Functions in particular Diſtricts, (tho 


the Right of this Caſe by the Confuſion of Times : 
may 5 much altered from what it was in the Begin- 


ning and ought to be ſtill) doth not deſtroy the Ex- 
ercile of inherent Independent Powers conſequent 


upon their Function. I ho' a King be choſen by the 


Peaple, inaugurated by the Bijbop, has Set Dominions 
and Prerogatives annex'd which he cannot alienate 
from the Crown and Nation, of which the Parlia- 


me t are Guardians; yet are the Supream Powers of 
Gol, and the Jus Regium is not in the People. A 


Magiſtrate is choſen by the Cor poration, and with 
It has Power to make Bye-laws, which are no other- 


wiſe ſubject to the Crown than as their Charter itſelf 


* lo. Biſhops have farmerly been choſen, at leaſt 


in 
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in ſome bern by the People over whom they were 
Ordained, and their Spiritual Relation to ſuch a Peo- 
ple depended on a voluntary Choice ; and they in 
whom 1t 1s to chuſe muſt have a Power, upon juſt 
Cauſe, to. refuſe and depoſe; and yet 'the Powers 
conſequent upon fuch a Relation were Inherent and Indepen- 
dent in their Perſon or Office. All Mixture of Civil 1 
and Eccleſiaſtical Power will not prove à Supremacy 8 ‚ 
in the State, or deſtroy the true In: dependence of the 1 
Church. The King or Civil Power may puniſh a 
Malefactor for Blatphemy or other Crime, and the 
Church by Excommunication may firſt declare and = 
inflict the Wrath of God upon the ſame Perſon. tor f 
the ſame Fact; and both act by ſuch a different Au- = 
thority, as neceflarily ſpeaks a diſtinct Society ad 
independent Power in each, exerciſing very different 
Ads of Government. cannot but paſs this Judg- 
ment upon the whole of this Diſpute, That this 
Queſtion of the Rights and Power of the Church in 
its Biſhops and Clergy, ſeems not to ariſe from ann i 
good Reaſon or Argument alledged, but to be foun- 0 
däed purely in a Suſpicion and Jealouſie, ie, that if this q 
Was freely allow'd the Church would in time aſſume — 
a Supremacy over the State: That the R/GHIS 1 
ſhould blow up this Jealouſie is no Wonder, but that 
Cbriſtian Kings ſhould be jealous of ſufjering any in theſe 
Things to have a greater /iutboruty than I hemſetues, wn i 
that Biſhops of the Catholick Church.thould cuunngngsngẽ̃ 
tenance and encourage them berein, is s VELY Arnet | 
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Page 13. 
| 
JTbidem, 


Rom. 12. 1. 
1 Peter 2. 3. 
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Another Opinion which has been revivd of late 2 the 
Advancing the Honour of the Clergy, and as His Lordſhip 
judgeth, with as little Foundation, and as little Probability 


of Succeſs as the former, 1s that of their being appointed to 
offer a proper Sacrifice in the Sacrament of the A charisf. 
I ſhall not hiſtorically diſcuſs the Time in which this 


Opinion 1s ſuppos'd to have lain Dormant, and when 


it began to Revive; my Deſign being only, as I can, 


to ſtate the Reaſon and Truth of any Matter propo- 


ſed. That the Prie$s of the Romiſh Communion ſhould 
pretend to this Power, is no Wonder at all; but it is pretty 


nem, and ſomewhat unaccountable, that the Presbyters of a 


Reformed Church ſhould lay Claim to it. His Lordſhip's 
Expreſſion is Conſonant to his Principle in Rejefting 


the Title of Prie# when He excludes the Chriſtian 
Sacrifice ; for if it be but a Lay Priest, he muſt offer 
a Sacrifice; much more they who ſtand and minifter 


before the Lord in his Name, as his peculiar Ser- 
vants, Domeſticks, Attendants, to whom he has en- 
truſted the Service of his Temple. No Proteſtant 


will pretend to vie Titles or Power with the Romiſ 


Pree8ts, who by their Signs, Lying Wonders, Shams, 


&c. out- do all the Simplicity of their Predeceſſors the 
Pries in Satan's Kingdom: But it is hoped, That 
the Title of Miniſter of Christ doth not fignifie leſs 
than that of Prieſts under the Law, but doth Emi- 
nently and with Superior Honour contain whatever 
Divine Character was in Them, and whatever Sa- 
cred Miniſtration and Service did belong to Them. 
And the infamous Author of the Rights having ex- 


ceeded 


ESD 
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ceeded all his other Impieties in Treating the Lord's 
Supper with Buffooneries, as a bare Memorial, which 

Every Man may Take for himſelf and Give to his 
Neighbour at Common Meals; it is the more neceſ- 
ſary that the Chriſtian Prieſthood in this Holy Ser- 


vice be aſſerted. L 
His Lordſhip takes Notice of Three Authors of F. 18. | 
Fame among us, who have aſſerted this Notion of | 
the Chriſtian Sacrifice. Ihe fret Writer of the Refor- Page 13. . 
med Churches that ever publiſhed this Daddrin was Dr. 4 
Heylin, anfwer'd by the Learned Dr. Hakewill, And f 
His Lordſhip being willing in this as in the former i 
Caſe to appeal to Arch Laud Dr. Heylin's Patron, 4 


1] a Perfon unexceptionable to thote who ſeek to ad- UH 
{ vance the Honour of the Church and Clergy, hath |||! 
T taken great Pains to prove that the Archbiſhop had - 
another Senſe of this Matter; at leaſt wife when he wrote 
his Conference with Fiſher the Jeſurt : And J ſhall inte- 
reſs myſelf and this Diſcourſe in the Sentiments of 
the Archbiſhop no otherwiſe than as he is quoted by 
His Lordſhip: His Grace faith, I bat as Chriſt offe- 
red up Himſelf once for all, a full and all-fufficient Sacri- 
fice, for the Sins of the whole World; jo did he inſtitute 
and command a Memory of this Sacrifice in a Sacrament, e- 
ven till his Coming again: Nor may this Inſtituted 
Memory therefore be ſaid to imply a proper Sacri- 
fice, becauſe the Archbiſhop afterwards ſpeaks of 
Three Sacrifices offered in the Euchariſt, one by the Prieſt, 
1 Le. the Commemorative Sacrifice of Cbriſt's Death, repre-- 
1 /ented in Bread broken and Mine poured out; another 15 Hh i 
F- | | 55 Tie &&. 
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95 derſtanding; for this was the T hi indeed, and that u the 
Fan, of the 1 Ving. 80 plain 1 it 18 that Arch- 
biſiop Laud did not think this Commemorative Sa- 
_ crifice to be a proper Sacrifice, no otherwiſe than as 
it juttly bears the Name of what it repreſents ; and 


Prieft a and People qointly, i. e. the Sacrifice of Praiſe — ; 


1 hankſgroing 3 and the I bird of every particular Man for 


Himſelf only, i. e. the Sacrifice of every Man's Soul and Bo- 
Ay 10 G Service. His Lordſhip takes it to be ſo 
5 Erden that theſe two laſt cannot be counted in any: 

Caſe proper Sacrifices, that this Enumeration of Sacri- 

fices in the FucharisT, without putting any Diſtinclion he- 
tween them, 10 4 clam Sin he thought none of them to be 


proper. And as to the Commemorative Sacrifice in 


— — 


particular, beſides that the Notes which he adds to It 


bew plainly that he did not think that a proper Sacrifice. f 
His Lordſhip farther obſerves, that the very Word is 
taken from Thomas Aquinas, bo is brought in cxplain- 

ang i thus, Sacramentum hoc eſt Commemorativum ' 
Dominicz Paffionis quæ fuit verum Sacrificius, & 

ic nominatur Sacrificium: And then he quotes ſome 


of our fir | Reformers to the ſame Effect, particularly. 


Archbiſbop Cranmer, who cite Words out of Peter Lom- 
bard more ex preſs if poſſible than thoſe of Thomas Aqui- 


nas, viz. That which is Offered and Conſecrated by the 
Pries: is called a Sacrifice and Oblation, becauſe it is a Me- 
nor) ant Repreſentation of the true Survfice and holy Obla- 
lion made on the Altar of the Croſs : The Thing which is 
done at God's Board is a Sacrifice, and ſo is that alſo which 


) 
mis made z1pon the Croſs, " but not after one Manner of Un- 


Em not ſenſible that. any . Moderns who have of late 


rev! ved | 
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ny other Senſe of this Matter. 


The Learned Mr. Mede's Diſcourſe upon this Subject 
was made about the ſame Time, (with that of Dr. Hey- 
lin) if not a little before it, but publiſht ſince ; and the de- 
ſerved Authority of that Excellent Man has given the grea- 


test Countenance to the Modern Advancers of that Opinion. 


It is ſure, I hat neither He, nor any other Man's fingle 
Authority, is ſufficient to add a Doctrin to the Church not 
yet received in It; nor of Weight enough to be oppoſed to 
the whole Courſe of our Dromes, who have written another 
Way. Our Divines may have taken the Word from 
ſome one Leading Man; may have had an exceſſive 


Fear of a contrary Extream ; and ſo the whole 


Courſe of them be of no great Authority, nor of fo 


much Weight as one fingle Man who has more thro- 


ly and impartially conſidered this Matter. His Per- 


formance 1n this Argument muſt be examined ; and 
1 this His Lordſhip judgeth to be ſo weak, I bat one 
cannot help thinking that Good Man to have been too much 


affected with the Weakneſs of ſome Men at that Time in 
ſcrupling innocent Expreſſions ; and from a great Reverence 
to the Divine Inſtitution of the Sacrament to have been ſo 


' fond of a Notion which he thought would procure more Ho- 


nour to It, as to thmk there was more Force in his Argu- 


ment than really was. The Account which His Lord- 


revived this Opinion of the Chriſtian Sacrifice, have a- 


* - 


Page 15. 


Page 15. 


ſhip gives of Mr. Mede's Diſcourſe on this Subject is 
this; © He owns the Reſolutzon of this Point to depend 
altogether on the true Definition of a Sacrifice, as that is di- 


ſtinguiſbed from all other Offerings; and when he has 
RE %% On OS — - nl 
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"te eee his Enquiry after that Diſtinction 1 in 
the Sacred Writings of the Old Teſtament, and 
found that only Burnt-offermgs, Sin-offerings, Treſpaſs. 
Heringe, and Peace-offerings, were Sacrifices properly jo 
called; and that theſe were the Offerings of Beaſts, of 
Beeves, 6 of Sheep, of Goats, of Fowls, and that they were 
Lale aud offered þy Fire and Incenſe; he reſolves after 
this, That the Ratio or Eſſence of a Sacrifice doth not de- 
perl either upon the Matter offered, or the Manner of offe- 
ring; tho' this was the very Means by which he di- 
Ringuiſhed Sacrifices properly ſo called, from others 
which were not fo.” In Reading this I could not 
but ſuſpe& that Mr. Mede doth not make the Ratio 
or Eflence ard true Definition of a Sacrifice properly 
ſo call'd to depend either on the Matter offered, ſup- 
pole of Beaſts, &c. or on the Manner of ol ering, LO. 
by Fire and Incenſe ; 3 but that in his Notion diffe- 
rent Materials offered in a different Manner, may 
make as real and proper a Sacrifice as any of thoſe 
which were offered of Old; and that ſome Frmalis 
Ratio or general Reſpect in which Things otherwiſe 
differing do agree, is the Eſſence and true Definition 
ofa Proper © Sacrifice. However, it was neceſſary to 
_ conſult Mr. Mede himſelf ; and in his Diſcourſe the 
. Reader may find this Account of the Eſſence of a 
Tie Chad. Sacrifice: That it muſt conſiſt of material Ele- 
Sams * ments, ſome Creature conſecrated to God by which 
his Wo orſhippers do eat and drink in his Preſence, at 
we: Table, and from his Altar : That theſe Ele- 
ments mutt be the great inſtituted Sign and Token 
_t che Gorenant between God and his People, hy 


— 
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Partaking in which the Otterer and Receiver is as by 
a Pledge certified of his Acceptation with God and 
holy Fellowſhip with him in a State of Reconciliati- 
on and Peace: That this whole Solemnity and ſa- 
cred Action is a Sacrifice, the Prayers, Praiſes, and 
Perſons offering and partaking, being hereby conle- 


crated unto God. Mr. Mede proves at large, That 


this being the General and True Notion of a Sacri- 
hce, Chriſtians have and perform in the Sacrament 
of the Euchariſt all that Solemnity and Myſtery 
Which was expreſt in the Sacrifices under the Law, 


tho' we offer not Beaſts ſlain by Fire and Incenſe; 


like as Circumciſion and the Paſſover perform'd by 


Efuſion of Blood were Sacraments of the Old Teſta- 


ment, and Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper are with- 
out Blood Sacraments in the New Teſtament. Ihe 


ſeveral Authorities which Mr. Mede produceth from the 


Antient Church, can (as His Lordſhip faith) add little 


Strength to bis Opinion after the Confeſſion he makes in the 


Beginning of bis Diſcourſe, That for the Chriſtian Sacri- 


fice, what the Antieat Church underſtood thereby, what and 
 wherem the Nature of this Sacrifice conſiſted, is a Point be- 


Jond Belief obſcure, intricate, and perplext. But Mr. Mede 


 aſflerting in the very next Sentence all this Obſcuri- 
ty and Perplexity to ariſe from the Abuſes intro 


duc'd in the Romith Communion, and from contra- 
ry Noticns on that occaſion received and prevaling 


among Proteſtants, and not from any ſuch Intricacy 


in the Thing Itſelf, or in the Writings of the Fa- 
there to n unprejudiced Perſon, this Confeſſion doth 
not invalidate the Authorities by him produc'd. 


* ee 


The Chriſti. 
an Sacrifice, 
page 473. 
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If Mr. Mede has not cleared this Matter, no more has 
Mr. Thorndike, who wrote aſterwards with the ſame In- 


clination io have the Sacrament of the Emuchari$t accounted 


a Sacrifice, But, whatever elſe Mr. I borndike may 


ſay, he is clear in this, I hat the FuchariST no way bears 


the Name of a Sacrifice, but as it is the ſame with the Sa- 
crifice of Chrift upon the Croſs ; not the ſame repeated, but 
as it is ſaid to be that of which it is a Sacrament, the Sacri- 


fice of Cbrigt crucified myſtically, and as in a Sacrament Ye- 


preſented to and feaſted upon by the People ; and that in as 


much as the Body and Blaod of Cbrigt 1 in the EuchariSt, 


in ſo much ii # the Sacrifice of Chri$t upon the Croſs, and 
no more. His Lordſhip approves theſe clear Aſſertions 
and eaſße Demands, and is poſitive that they are not 


a⁊grecable to the modern Cont enders for a Sacrifice, nor will 
give them any Aſſiſtance. And to be ſure no Proteſtant 


who underſtands himfelf will defire more; nothing 


more can be aſſerted, without making the Comme- 


morative and Repreſentative Sacrifice to be really 
and properly the fame with the Sacrifice of the 


Croſs; which is a plain Contradiction in Itſelf, and 


would be very unaccountable in any Proteſtant Wri- 
ter. If Mr. I horadike's Explication doth not prove 


or aſſert the Chriſtian Sacrifice, what he fauh from the 


2 


Fathers will be of a little Uſe : For he ſays their mot 


ardinary Language is to call the Celebrating of the Eucharit 


the Death and Paſſion of: our Lord, which it commemorates, 


) 5 


and the Sucriſice of his Creſs : Lhe Addition of Words 


which they uſe, of Reaſonable, Commemorative, Unbloady, 


_ Inbolical, Sign, Image, are a neceſſary Evidence of an A- 


batement 
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ö batement if i Oy of the Words according lo a 
Meaning: articularizeth in St. C/ tom, We 
make always 5 ame Sacrifice, or rather the Remembrance 
of a Sacrifice. This is a true Account of the Opinion 
of the Fathers, of great Uſe againſt the Papiſts ; | 
but doth not at al! : anſwer His Lordſhip's Deſign, it 
being perfectly agreeable to thoſe + whom His 
Lordſhi b e It. | 


His Lordſhip did not think fit to mention any of 8. 2 
the more Modern Advancers of this Of.inion ; and 
therefore I muſt do Juftice to another and a late Wri- 
ter on this Subject, who if he bears not a great Name 
and Authority, yet doth he highly deferve it; I 
mean the Grave, Judicious, and Excellent Mr. Ras. 
dret; who in a ſmall Tract has, with admirable OR ce the 
Senſe and Solidity, prov'd Sacrifice to be the great vice fromthe 
Worſbip of God 1n the Catholick Church in all Ages; e the” 
in the Church of the Firſt-born before the Law, in g, 
the Church of Tſrae] under the La: w., and in 'the been 
Chriſtian Church. I do not pretend to juſtifie all tion. 


that he has ſaid on this Argument, 1 think he has 


run ſeveral Points too high; particularly in affecting 


a Pomp and Shew of that Diſtin&ion which was in 
the Temple of Old, between the Altar and Holieſt 
of All; in aſſerting a direct Act of Oation and Sa- 
crifice frſt | in the Preſenting, and then in the Breaking 
the Bread and Pouring out the Wine: This Myſtery 
is beſt preſerved in its own Simplicity. Alſo upon 

a common Preſumption of the Sacrifices under the 

Law min real Expiation aud Attonement for — 7 ö 

whic 
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which they could do in themſelves and properly 


ſpeaking only as to Legal Pollutions, but availed 


which he was given and ſuffered for us; that we thro bim J 


not to purge the Conſcience ; upon this common 
Preſumption he aſſerts an Expiatory, Propitiatory, 
Attoning Sacrifical Vertue in the Lord's Supper; of 

which Mr. Mede only faith, That Christ * ig here 


commemorated and received by us, for the ſame Hud for 


receiving the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, God our Father might | 
accept our Service and hear our Prayers we make unto him. 


That + as Christ, by Preſenting bis Death and Satisfaction 


to his Father, continually intercedes for us in Heaven; ſo 


the Church on Earth ſemblally approaches the Throne of 


F. 500. 


Grace, by N Chriſt unto bis Father in theſe holy 
Myſteries of his Death and Paſſion. IT bis || Repreſentation 
of the Body and Blood of Chri$t being ordained as a Memo- 


rial to put God in mind of his Covenant, is uſed as a Rite 
whereby to find Grace and Favour with God ; and that 
this Chriſtian Sacrifice is a more effectaal Sign and 


Pledge of our Amity and Friendſhip with God, than 1 


the Sacrifices of Old were or could be. But notwith- 


ſtanding theſe or any other juſt Objections, Mr. Scan- 
aret's little Book is very Valuable, and the whole of 


his Management is an uſeful Counterbalance to tage 
contrary Extream in the Notions and Writings of F 


more popular Authors. 


$. 22. 


To conclude this Argument: It is moſt certain, 


That ſtrictly ſpeaking there never was, nor can be, 
but one real proper Sacrifice once offered, never re- 
peated, by which Sin was put away, and by which 
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all who are ſanctified are for ever perfected; all o- 


ther Sacrifice whatever either was a Shadow and 
Figure of the future Sacrifice of the Croſs, or elſe is 
a more lively Image of It as exhibited and offered. 
It is only in Compariſon with the Sacrifices of the 


Old Teſtament, which are allowed to have been 


properly ſuch, 2nd in the Unity of that Great Sa- 
crifice which it commemorates and repreſents, that 
the Holy Sacrament is called our Chriſtian Sacrifce, 
and that CHriſtian Prieſts claim a Power of Offermg a 
real and pr oper Sacrifice; that ſo our Worſhip under 
the Goſpel, as well as the Orders of the Prieſt hood, and 
much rather than a pretended Regal Supremacy, 
may correſpond to the Jew Platform ; or rather, 
may maintain the Unity of Worſhip with the Church 
of God in all Ages: Yea, that the Solemnity of our 


© Chriſtian Worſhip may be known in a Way of Fm- 


nence to comprehend all former Myſteries and facred 
Symbols. What is aſcrib'd to the Perſon of our Sa- 
viour in Reſpect to God his Father, the ſame may be 
ſaid of this our ſpiritual Worſhip, That it is the ex- 
preſs Image of his Perſon, and Brightneſs of his Glo- 
ry, who having purg'd away our Sins by the Sacri- 


fice of himſelf, is now making Interceſſion in Heaven. 


And tho private or other publick Prayers and Praiſe 
be not abſolutely and in themſelves a Sacrifice, but 
in a metaphorical and improper Senſe; yet theſe 
being offered, as alſo our whole Perſons Souls and 


1 Body conſecrated to God, in and upon this Repre- , 


rag, of. the Sacrifice of the Croſs, are pr oper ant. 
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by Archtebop Laud without any Duſtinclion put en 
them, are not in this Caſe improper (as His Lord- 
ſhip luppoſeth) but real Sacrifices, according to the 
Antient and True Definition of a Sacrifice, as Mr. 
See allo De. Mede has proved by clear Teſtimonies, The Jewsſ6 
fence of the Sacrifices themſelves were not then thought availa- 


Vindication 


of the depri- ble as they conſiſted in ſhedding the Blood of Brutes, 
ved Bi ſhops ; 
. 4. but as they repreſented the Archetypal Sacrifice of 
the 44%; and as covenanting Symbols gave the Com- 
municants a Right to what was repreſented by them. 

Nor is there any real Intricacy or Obſcurity in the 
Language of the Fathers, when they call the whole 
Action relating to the Euchariſt our Chriſtian Sacri- | 

fice. I ſhall wave the Diſpute whether this be the _ 

Do&trin of the Church of Ezeland, fince all who have 

a real Honour for this Church do either belieye its | 

Principles to be Catholick, or elſe wiſh they were 1 

more plainly ſo: Nor do I know that the Church 
of England doth claim or pretend a Right to depart 
from the Doctrin or Language of the Antient Church, 

but the Contrary. 


— 


$. 29; The Third Opinion which bas 1 Saks „ ſome of 

3 late, for the Honour of the Clergy as they pretend, or He: 
dai. ſign, is that of Sacerdotal Abſolution ; which bas been ad- 

Luanced in ſuch a manner, as if there was a Power of For- 
giving Sin property ſpeaking lodged in the Church or the 
Prueſts and Miniſters of it: Whereas the current Doclrin 
f our mot Eninent Divines has all along treated that 
Power with great Abatements of the Stricineſs and Propri- 

ety of it. 2 12 1 are whom His Lordſhips 50 

i Wo 
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who claim a Proper and Immediate Power to forgive 


Sins, and this without that Diſpoſition which by the Goſpel Paze 


 qualifieth a Man for. It, purely by their Ad producing Ii, 
fo as that no Sin after Baptiſm can obtain Remiſſion but by 
the Church, (for fo His Lordſhip explains the Aſſer- 
tion in his Oppoſition to it) 1 cannot ſo much as 
gueſs. When our Saviour ſaid to the Paralytick, Thy 
Sins are forgiven ; the Jews not believing him to be 
God were juſtly offended, and replied, Who cas for- 

give Sins but God only? All Acts of this Kind which 
the malicious Diligence of the Rte has produced 
run in this Form, By Vertue of Power and Authoruy re- 
cerved from Christ I abſolve; which doth not expreſs 
an immediate Power of Forgiving Sin: Nor can a- 
ny Prieſts or Miniſtere of Christ, without expreſly difſ- 
claiming the Commiſſon by which they act, pretend 
to any other than a Miniſterial and Declarative Autho- 
rity and Power as Subſtztutes in Chriſt's Place and Stead, 
and according to the Laws and Rules by him pre- 
ſ{crib'd. That which His Lordſhip profeſſeth in this 
Matter is, I hat the Goſpel preached doth direct Men how 
to obtain the Remiſſin of Sin, which is had by the Goſpel 
antecedent to the Church ; that Miniſters of Christ preach- 


1 5 mg the Word of Reconciliation, do in Christ Stead pray 


and beſeech Men io be reconciled to God; that the ordinary 
Means of Conveying this Grace after Baptiſus, ts the Alini- 
niſtration of the FuchariSt, without any verbal Conſent and 
Approbation of Prieſts. Thus far all agree, and a 
Man may as fafely as fmoothly take the Current 
Stream of Poctrin in theſe Parts of the Queſtion, ba- 
ting the excluſive Clauſe: But it is allo pleaded by 
HE TH ITT Wt , tiers 
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ethers who rather chuſe to ſearch out Truth than 
to follow the Common Track, That the Miniſters of 
Chrift not only declare the Doctrin of Repentance 
and Remiſſion in Preaching ; not only obſignate this 
Promiſe and Grace in the Euchariſt to the whole Bo- 
dy of the Faithful Communicating ; but alſo have 
an Ad and Power of Judgment committed to them, 
concerning thoſe in whom the Diſpoſition which by the 
_ Goſpel qualifieth is found, and to whom the Uſe of 
the Sacrament and the Benefit of For giveneſs therein 
Onthe cet oth belong. This Doctor Barrow and many other 


I believe the 


5 Learned Men aſlert among the Primitive Powers 
ven by the conſequent on the ſacred Function; and this ſeems | 
5e Charche to have been the Original Deſign of Confirmation : 
And if the Pious and Learned Mr. Dodwell means no 
more than this, by making Renuſſion of Sins to depend on 
Page 21. the Sacraments, and Sucrameits on the Prie8, and that Y 
our Duty of Rec erving the Elements in order to \Remiſſon, 5 
doth, in the very Defion of Chriꝶts Inſtitution, oblige us to 
depend on the Cor ſent of the Prieſts, who alone can give 1s 
thoſe Elements ; he ſeems to me to ſay nothing but 


what is extre: amly agrecable to the Laws of Society, 


e in Pros the expreſs Terms of the Goſpel, and to Eccleſiaffi- 
„ _—_ Truth and Authority. There are others who do 
bur are. not md ke the whole Right of Chriſtians to the Bene- 


fit of the Euchariſt to depend (not as of Self-will but 
in Subordination to known Laws and Rules) on the 
Conſent and Ap probation of Prieſts, like as the Exa- 
mining and Accepting the Beaſts br ought for Sacrifice did 
by Otfice and Duty belong to the "High Prieſt under 
the Law: (Nor! is this Compariton diſhonourable 
Ox. 


„„ 


ein 
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or reflecting, if we conſult Pſal. cx. 3. Rom, xv. 16. , 5 547l 09. 
and the Force of the Original Text.) There are . 7s: 
thoſe who do not thus far conſult either the Mind of” * 
| Chriſt or the Honour of the Clergy in the Uſe of 
the Sacraments, who yet agreeably to the Liturgy: 
believe that Miniſters have an Inherent Power for the 
Comfort of the Penitent to aſſure them of the For- | 
giveneſs of their Sins: And however this Aſſurance , 
is not infallible, but the ſeeming Penitent may re- 
turn to his evil Way, and in caſe of Clave Errante 
| there 15 no Renuſſion by the Keys; yet has this Exerciſe 9 
of the Authority and Power of Prieſts in GOD's 
Name, in Times when Religion was more apparent 
than now it is, and without Auricular or any other -4 
Confeſſion but only Repentance profeſt, been had in 
4 juſt Veneration. There are others who confine the 
q Uſe of the Keys to particular and extraordinary Occa- 
ſions of Offence and Scandal; the Oifender being by 
I bem firſt excluded from the Grace of the Sacrament 
and Communion of the Church, is by Them upon 
Repentance, Reſtitution, or other Acts of Penance 
and Diſcipline perform'd, reſtored, the Church in- 
terceding with God for the Pardon of the Return- 
ing Zinner, and fo giving him Peace. And this ie 
the bumble? Way, as I think, in which any who ſa- 
vour of Antiquity and an Eccleſiaſtical Spirit, do ex- 
plain this Point. The Paſſage of Hrmilianus to St. 
Oprian ſpeaks no leſs, if not more; Lapſis quogz Fra- 
 iribus per Pantentiam Medela qUAErabnumr 7 Non quajr e 
nobis Remiſſiunem Peccatorum conjequantur, ſed ut per nos 
ad {uteligentiam deliclorum ſuorum convertantur, & Vo 
oh. ns oe J 
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Mr. Thorn. mino plenus ſatisfacere cagantur. Thus the Church by 
4's words, the Preaching ot the Goſpel directs * Men how to obtain 
quoted by his i ; : 
| Lordſhip. the Remiſſon of Sms, and by Its Authority conſtrameth 
them to uſe the Means which it preſcribeth. Pænitentia 
was then underſtood to ſignifie ſomething elle beſides 
the Diſpoſition of Repentance, by which alone with- 
out the Church and Keyes, Forgiveneſs may in pro- 2 
per Caſes be had and held; and dare Pœnitenttam was * 
then reckon'd in the Senſe intended an Act of the | 
Church, and a Grace and Favour to be obtained 
from It, Miniſters had Reaſon and Occaſion then 
to let the People know, that Forgiveneſs of Sins did 
not abſolutely or immediately proceed from them, 
but was the Grace of Chriſt adminiſtred by them to 
the truly Penitent, without which Diſpoſition all 


their Acts conferred no Benefit. Then Deo ſatisſacere 1 
was with all Humility to ſubmit to the Penance of B 


the Church in thoſe various Orders and Rules of 
Diſcipline for the Reſtoring thoſe who had fallen, 
which we know in former Times to have been ſevere 
and exceſſive, and to have cauſed many Schitms, 
wehen ſome Biſhops would be more eaſie and gentle 
in the Terms of Reſtoration than others. His Lord- 
Page ac. fhip's Reference to this Paſſage of Firmilianus in his 
Quotation from Mr. I horadike, obliged me to make 
theſe Remarks upon it: And Mr. I horndike, whom 
| His Lordſhip quotes with Approbation, ſpeaks of 
dee atrf. the Uſe of the Keys, which I ſuppoſe “ intends ſome- 
ling more than the common and promiſcuous Ad- 
in miniltcation of the Euchariſt, as the Ordinary Means of 
OO Forazveneſs in the Church; the Miniſtry of the Church 
1 „„ hereby 
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hereby tendying the Penitent Sinner a reaſonable Preſum- 
ption of altaining Reconcalement with God by the Means of 
it; which Means he who refuſeth, in ſuch ordinary Ca- 
ſes where it may be had, can according to the ju$t Laws 
of Chriſtianity have no Cauſe to promiſe himſelf Pardon 
without It. I know no Proteſtant Writer who doth 
a. any higher Senſe plead for Sacerdotal Abſolution, 3 1 
or a Power of Forgiving Sins properly ſpeaking lod- — 
1 ged in the Church or the Prieſts and Miniſters of It, "I 
unleſs it be Vir. Dodwell, for whole Senſe of Things 
I have before accounted ; nor do I ſuſpect there lis 
any. The Paſſage of Tjidore Pleyftota quoted by His 74 ona 
Lordſhip, (which I ſhall take the Liberty ſomewhat n;-%; 0 
to vary from His Lordſhip's Tranflation ) ſpeaks Y π ] 4 
more than His Lordſhip ſeems to me to intend by it: C 
Aoꝛimus a Presbyter Having abuſed his Power in the Goſ- 
peel by Abſelving a perjured Perſon, who had made no Reſti- 
| tuton to him who had ſuffered by bis Oath ; Ifidore tells 
him, and very truly, he wreſted the Scriptures that ſpoke 
of Binding and Loofmg, the Meaning of which is, I bat in 
1 Caſes of Mrong when Reſtitution was made, the Pries 
praying and faſting wuh thoſe who had offended, ftould ob- 
tam of God their Pardon and Reconciliation ; for ihey are 
Adminiſtrators, not equal Sharers (with God) 22 this 
'. "Fower ; Ambaſſadors, not ( Soveraign or Supream) 
Judges; Mediators, not Kings, To pretend any high 
er Power than this, would be for a Man not to be 
in the Place of Christ by delegated Power, but to 
place himſelf in the Throne of God in Co-partner- 
hip with him; which 1s the Blaſphemous Chara- 
Cer of Awutrchrif? ; But that Prieſts or 3 
5 ——— with. 
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with Reſpe& to this their Power in the Goſpel are, in 
an inferiour and ſubordinate Senſe, Judges, is the 
conſtant Language of Antiquity. I ſhall mention 
two known and uſeful Paſſages to this Purpoſe, one 
of 1 ertullian, the other of Cyprian : L ertullian in his 
Cap. 38. Apology gives this Account of the Diſcipline of the 
Church; Certe Fidem ſanclis Verbis paſcimus, Spem eri- # 
gimus, Fiduciam figtmus, Diſciplinan; trim nihilo - 
minus Inculcationibiis denſamus; ibidem etiam Exhortatuo- 
nes, Caſtigationes, & Cenſura Divina; nam & jucicatur 
magno cum Pondere, ut apud certos de Dei Conſpectu; 
ſummung; futuri Judicij Pre-judicium ef, c. pri- 
an {aith that Hereſies and Schiſms ariſe from hence, 
Quo Sacerdoti Dei non obtemperatur, nec Unus in Hccleſia 
ad Tempus Sacerdos, & ad Tempus Jude vice Christi, 
cogtalur ; cu fi ſecundum Magiſteria Divina oblemperaret 
Fraternitas unzwerſa--, If this be not the Power of For- 
giving Sins lodged in the Church, or the Priefts and 
Miniſters of it, which His Lordiſip oppoleth (as 1 
1 cdunnot tell how to perſuade myſelf that it is) I muſt. 
1 own | have no Notion at all of the Queſtion in hand. 
His Lordſhip concludes what he has to fay on this 
Head, with that of the Apoſtle Paul 2 Cor. v. 18, 20. 
before quoted, as containing the plainest Deſcription of 
bur true Authority in this Matter, and least liable to be muſs . 
— wederſlood: And if His Lordſhip underſtands here- 
| by, that Miniſters as Ambaſſadours of Chris? do not 
only in the Preaching wf the Goſpel pray and beſeech 


Ep. 39. CON» 


1 5 en io be reconciled unto God, but have alio a Commiſ- 
| tfionand Power in the Goſpel by external Acts of po- 
HE tive lnititution ta reconcile Men unto God, I fhall 


fully 


(] 


a. 
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fully a agree with him in this Particular. It is plain 


from this Epiſtle, Chap. ii. 10. That the Apoſtle had 
this Senſe of the Commiſion with which he was en- 
trutted by Chriſt : And if Biſhops are now the Szc- 


ceſſors of the Apoſtles in their Commiſſion and Power, 


and Ambaſſadors Christ, of which His Lordſhip 


makes no doubt, then have they Power to forgive 


Men in the Perſon of CHRIST. I may not here o- 
mit a noble Strain of Saint Chryſoſtome's Rhetorick': 


cc 
« 
CC 


God has inveſted the Prieſt with ſuch Authority g 7:7; 
as he never conferr'd on Angels or Archangelss 
for to which of the Angels did he fay at any time, 
whatſoever ye bind on Earth is bound in Heaven, ; 
and whole dins ye remit they are remitted 2? For 
as the Father gave Power to the Son to remit Sins, 
'* ſo the Son of God has committed the ſame Power 
* to his Miniſters c on Earth. 


I have no more to ſay to His Lordſhip d on this §. 24. 


Head: But having frequently as occaſion required 
in the Diſcourſe reflected on the Author ot LI he 
RIGHT'S, and he Raving not only in his Preface 
i aflerted the Power of Excommunication and Infli- 
Qing Spiritual Cenſures by the Conſtitution of the 
Church of England to be lodg'd in the Sypremacy, but 


alſo in his Book employ'd many Arguments againſt 


this Power in the Miniſters of Christ's Kingdom; FE 
will take what he has ſaid to this Purpote under 
more cloſe and full Examination. His grand Mi- 


1 ſtake in his whole Book is very groſs and palpable, 


That becauſe the Magittrate has the Power of Life 


| and. 
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and Death upon juſt Cauſe, (a moſt odious though 
poſſible Suppoſition) and thereby of Depriving the 
cp. 1. 5. 9. Church of a Biſhop, or any other Member of Its 
Communion, he muſt alſo have.a Power of Depri- 
ving Biſhops of their Sees, and Excommunicating 
Members out of the Church. This Sophiſm is fo 
obvious, that a Man can hardly. chuſe any Simili- 
tude or Inſtance which will not evidently expoſe the 
5 Abſurdity of this Conſequence; and the moſt extra- 
ee ee vagant Tyranny and Arbitrary Power doth natural- 
5 i744 ly and neceſſarily follow upon that Principle, in an 


Oblervat. on 


the Ecclefia- abſolute Confufion of all Rights and Liberties in 
ſtica! Juriſdi- 


dion of the common among Men. The like Remark is to be 


Cage 1. g 18. made upon the Prieſts depriving, by Excommunica- 


tion, Perſons of the Exerciſe of any Profeſſion, Cal- 
ling, Employ, or Trade whatſoever, (and depriving 
the Magittrate of his Right herein) fince none can 
exerciſe them who is to be ſhunn'd by all People: 
This is in meer Gayety to embroil Church and State, 
fince this Conſequence doth not imply any expreſs | 
Claim of Power 1n that Kind ; and 1f the Power of 
Excommunication be indeed given them from Chriſt, 
which muſt be fairly conſidered, all who profeſs 
__ Chriſtianity will acknowledge, That Miniſters as 
Servants of ChriSt, no more than the Servants of any o- 
ther Lord, are not accountable to any others for their 
Acts, and much leſs for the indirect Conſequences of 


their Acts done by expreſs and competent Authori- FI 


ty. His popular Humour and Spirit is much pro- 
rok d at this Puniſhment of being fbumm'd by all; but 
- he ſhould in this Caſe argue not againſt any Cutiom 


— rr... ... 
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or Practice which may exceed the Rule, but againſt 


the Law and Inſtitution of Chriſt Himſelf ſaying, 


Let him be to thee as an Heathen Man, or a Pullican; 


with whom the Fews would have no Commerce or 


free Converſe : He ſhould have farther conſide- 
red, That this Sentence juſtly pronounced, (and it is 
not to be ſuppoſed that the Prieſts always err in 
their Judgments, eſpecially not when they have the 
* Many concurring) doth ſpeak ſuch a Man upon 


whom it falls to be a publik Pe, whoſe Breath is 


* Matthew 18. 
18, 19. 2 Cor. 
2. 6. | 


Infectious, and whom all who have their Wits and 


| | Senſes, in Matters of this Kind, will ſhun for fear 


| of Contagion, wit bout being told what Company they ſball 


keep. And if the Church as a Body hath a Power in 


the natural Right of a voluntary Society to admit 


| and exclude Members, (which is his Opinion) how 
much rather ſhall it be believ'd that jeſus Chriſt has 


given ſuch Power with ſpecial Authority to his Mi- 
niſters in the Church? Many other ſuch Random 
Shots he loſeth againſt this Doctrin; but in his 2d 


| W Chapter he tries all his Art and Strength of Reaſoning 


againſt it, and pretends to anſwer the Diſtinctions 


| made or aſſign'd between this Spiritual Power and a 
J. Civil Authority: The Clergy's aſſuming to themſelves a 


Juriſdiction, and terming it Internal in Cuntradliſtinclion to 
the Magiſtrate s which they call External, is only anauſorg 


the People with Words---- For the Church being a viſible 


1 Svcrely, the Adlions of the Governours of It, when they uſe 
a Coercive Power, mud be as Viſible and External as any 
relating to the Common-wealth : 1s not Fxcommunicabion 
as external as Outlamiy? This is true, and no Man e- 


K ver 
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ver queſtion'd it ; but tho the AR is viſible and ex. 


ternal, and fo is the Church and the Bible too, yet 


the Power 1 is Internal, the Obligation and Terrour 
ol It affecting the Soul and Conſcience, and that not 
with a Dread of ſecular Puniſhment ſrom the Magi- 
ftrate, but with a Senſe of the Condemnation and 


Judgment of God : Of this he could not but be a- 
ware, and makes this Reply to It, That this is to de- 


t roy all Obligatzon to the Mag w:ftrote 0 the Account of. Con- 
ference, to han Men muS$? ſubmit not for Fear only but 
for Conſcience Sake ; or elſe it is an Uſurpation upon the 


Prerogative of God bimſelf, who alone has Power over the 


Conſcience or Mind of Man, and who in this appoints none 
to be bis Deputy or Vicecerent.. Miniſters by the Word 
of God, and in his Author: ity, teach and command 


Men to be ſubject for Conſcience Sake to the Magi- 
ſtrate, but his Power ſtands in the Sanction of ſecu- 


lar Puniſhment affecting only the publick and viſible 


State of Men in the Society; and God has appoin- 
ted his Deputies and Vicegerents, who not only. try 


to per ſauade Ly Reaſons and Arguments, but allo Rn 


Power by the Word of God and the Uſe of the Keys 
in his Name over the Mind, \ Underſtanding, and Conſci. 
ence of Men. T bs Puniſhment which the Clergy anflact, | 
as he farther objects, is called Spiritual becauſe ho the 


Sentence 15 pr onounced 1 en this Life, yet. Men chiefly ford the 


Effects of It in the next; to which he anſwers, All Pu. E 


nifſhment is ether Eternal. or Temporal ; the rde only be- 


longs 10 God, no Man can have the Pane to puniſh one eter- 


nally, or by « any Aclions of [us cauſe God to do ſo. This 
Sentence and Puniſhment! is Orang: d to take place 1 in 
this 


p 
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this Life, ſubjecting the Soul and Conſcience to in- 
ternal Wrath and Terrour, ſo to bring the Sinner to 


0 


Repentance, and to make publick Satisfaction to the 


Church for his Offence and Scandal: But in Caſe of 
obſtinate Impenitence, It binds the miſerable Offen- 


der over to the future Judgment of God, and the Pu- 


niſhment of the World to come. And God has obli- 


ged himſelf to Ratifie ſuch Sentence and Puniſhment 


nes and inflicted according to the Laws and 


Rules by him in ſuch Caſe preſcribed. But herein 
neither God nor his Prieſt may be blamed, nor pro- 


, perly ſaid to Curſe or Damn any, but their own Acti- 
ons; and therefore, as he ſaith, we need fear no Puniſb- 


ment hereafter on account of any Actions of the Prie$#, who 


cannot render a Man's Condition as to the next World worſe 


than his own Aclions, by which he mud ſtand or fall, mill 


make it; much leſs have the Clergy a Power to deliver any 
over to Satan, or ſhut Heaven's Gates again him, when bis 


Actions do not deſerve it; and when they do, they alone, not 
any of the Prieſts, do make him ſuffer. Very true; but. 


the ſame 1s true of all other Law and Judgment: In 


caſe of Innocence a Man need fear neither Judge nor 
Jury. But if God has in Mercy erected a Tribunal 
and Court of Judicature in his Church, whether that 
Sinners may be brought by Repentance to eſcape the 
Wrath to come, or that the future Judgment by this 


ſolemn Anticipation of It may be the more ſenſibly 
apprehended by Men, as no Man can reafonably doubt 
who believes the Golpel ; in this Caſe Men may be 


made to know the Conſequence of their Actions in a 


very different manner from that putting one in Mind of 
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T Duty, or — nl hun of ** Faults, which 4 | Lay may 


do as well as a Ore gyman. This Declarative Act has 
a Judicial Power in it; and this is his laſt Objection, 


In ſhort, the Clergy with Teſpedd to the other World, can on- 


ly have a declarative Power to aſſure that God will deal wah 
105 as they have or have not obſerved his Laws, which i 1 
ng more than what they ſhare in common with the rest 0 
Mankind : If they bave a greater Power than this, it m 

be Judicial ; for where they cannot themſelves Judge, they 
can only declare the Judgment of another. If their”s be then 
a Judicial Power, they can Save or Damn as they think fit, 


and God is bound to execute their Sentences Right or Wrong. 
What Power has any Judge but to declare the Judgment 


of the Law in the Queen” 8 Authority! 7 Howe can a 


Judicial Power authorize any to act as they think fit? 


God Himſelf neither condemns but by Law, and ac- 


cording to Men's Demerit ; nor doth He abſolve a- 


ny but by Rule, according B the Law of Grace and 


of Faith, How can God be oblig'd to execute any 
Sentence right or wrong, whien the declared Force 

and Power of this Judgment lies in this, that It is tbe 
Lord, done in his Name and Authority? God has 


cee aid, Whoſe Sms ye remit, they are remitted to 


7595 ard whoſeſoever Sens Je retain, they are retained : 


Verihy 1 ſay unto you, whatſoever Je Lind on Farth, 2 4 


de bound in . ER and whal ſce ver ye ſhall Looſe on Earth, : 
hall be looſed in Heaven : But none ever imagined or 
f Pr etended that ther e was a competent Authari Ly in Pr 2 S 


to oblige God, Clave Errante, to execute good Men 
hom they as they ſaw fit, and of their Wil and Plea- 

ture did condemn. This AOL has made a Serious : 
| | "LAME 


4 
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Gu _ Argnment of that, which in the Simplici- 
ty of all former Irreligion was only Matter of looſe 
Wit and Reflection: He has oppos'd not only any 
particular Set of Prieſts, 250ſe of the late Separation, and 
ſome wha of late revive Old Primitive Notions, but the 
IV hole Order, and the Commuſfion by which their Order 
is eftabliſht and their Powers aſſign d: Divines of all 
4 Profeſſons are the ſame to him, ſo long as they cleim 
Divine Rights, Independent Powers, to be Commil- 
ſioned Ambaſſadours of Chriſt, Preaching the Goſpel. 
with more Authority than when private Chriſtians 
exhort one another, and Minſterially declaring and 
pronouncing the Judgment of God, as ſubordinate 
Judges in Chriſt's Kingdom, by inflicting Spiritual 
Centures. The Fathers are of no higher, if not leſs 
Eteem with him than the Moderns ; and I ſuppoſe 
be will take it as an Honour to be compared to any 
Antient Hereticks or Schiſmaticks, who were, in an 
excepted Caſe only which confirms the general Rule. 
of Diſcipline, for Pxhorting Men to Repentance, leaving Ambroſe ie 


© penrtent. ae 


them for Pardon to God who "only can give tt, without em- Novatiano. 
ploying the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, He has de- 
nied and, what in him is, overturn'd the whole State 
of Chriſt's Church and Kingdom i in this and every 
other Chriſtian Nation, and reduc'd all that A: it) 
and Pomer in Heaven andon Earth whichChrist jus receiv'd 
of bis Father, and which be has committed to the Apoſtles and 
ther Succeſſors 10 the Eul of the World, he has reduced 
this to the Common Law and Standard of Right and 
Power either of Civil Authority, or human popular A- 


ee and Conſent. 4 pray God t to give. him Re⸗ 5 
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§. 25. CO! 
Diſcourſe upon theſe Three Opinions and the Mo- 
dern Advancers of them in this Manner; Our preten- 
ding to an Independent Power in I hings wit bin the-Compaſs 
of * Authority, and a Right to offer Sacrifice properly 


Modeſt Reflections, c. 


I return to His Lordſhip, who concludes his whole 


ſpeaking, and a Commiſſion to forgive Sins directly and im- 
mediately, may and will weaken the Grounds and Occaſtons 
of the Reformation, and give our Adverſaries of the Church 
of Rome, as well as others, great Advantage again$t us; 
but can never, I am perſuaded, advance the Intere$ of phe 
C. Chriſtian Religion in general, or of our Church in particular. 
Some Men of acknowledg'd Learning and Piety are 
abſolutely perſuaded of the Contrary : Our Refor- 
mation had many other Grounds and Occafions, in 
which theſe Points are not concern'd, and by which 
It will ſtill be juſtified, on which Side ſoever theſe 
are determin'd. In caſting off the Pope's Supremacy, _ 
there was no Neceſſity or Reaſon to make the King 
Head of the Church; the original Power and Infti- 
tution in theſe Things ſhould have been better con- 
| fulted, and more regarded. In diſowning the abo- 
minable Sacrifice of the Maſs, there was no Ground 
or juſt Occafion to diſclaim the Chriſtian Sacrifice as 
the Fathers of the Antient Church had aſſerted It, 


and as It has been explain'd in this Diſcourſe. In 
renouncing the Doctrin and Superſtition of Diſpen- 
lations, Indulgences, and an Arbitrary Power of For- 


1 


giving Sins claimed by the Pope and the Prieſts of 
his Communion, making themſelves equal Sharers 
and Co-partners with God in this Power, or rather 


Lords 


I, 
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rn over him; there was no Cauſe or Reaſon to a- 


boliſh that Power of Judgment which our Lord has 
lodg d in his Church, and particularly in the Priefts 


the Miniſters of It. There is no greater or juſter 


Scandal and Offexce which the Papiſts take at our 
Reformation and Communion, than what derives 


from hence; That we give to C eſar not only the 
Things which are Cæſar's, but alſo the Things which 
are God's; That we have no Church, becauſe we 
pretend not to have any Prie#?, Sacrifice, or Sacerdo- 
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tal Abſolution, agreeable to the conſtant Language and ; 


unanimous Content of the Catholick Antient Church. 
What Hopes they have of one Day recovering their 
loſt Intereſt among us, may with great Foundation 


and Probability be aſcrib'd to theſe Grounds and Oc- 


caſions. | wiſh all would ſo ferioutly conſider, and 
wiſely judge of this Matter as it requires. 


As to others who diſſent from the National Church 


eſtabliſht by Law, His Lordſhip is ſenſible that they | 
aſſign this Civil Supremacy and Legal Eſtabliſnment 


as a apy gy x7 Ground and Reaſon of their Separati- 
And if their Prejudices on this Account were - 


remov'd, it is probable they would more eaſily be 


brought to hearken to what is alledg'd from Reaſon, . 


this Wall of tien ſtands. They who make no 


Scripture, and Antiquity, for the Gov ernment of che 
Church by Biſhops, the Uſe of Liturgies, and decent. 
Ceremonies in the Worſhip and Service of God: But. 
all Arguments for theſe Things, with whatever Evi- 
dence and Strength they are managed, will fignife. 
little to promote Unity and Peace at Home ſo long as 


Con- . 


Modeſt Reflections, c. 
Conſcience of Schiſmatizing from Acts and Statutes of 
Parliament in I hings concerning the Church and Kingdom 
of God, might ſhew themſelves to be Men of Reafon, 
Conſcience, and Temper, and to ſeek Unity and Peace 
among their Fellow. ſubjects and Fellow-chriftians, if 
theſe Things in which they differ were adjuſted and 
ſetled by a proper Authority. They commonly be- 
lieve the Reformation, in Matters of the Right and 
Diſcipline of the Church, to have been defective: 
They cannot think fit to be determined by Canons 

made, and Rites appointed in thoſe Times, when the 
Neceſſity of the preſent Occaſion might juſtifie many 
Things, which a greater Prudence in Confideration 

of enſuing Circumſtances might alter, This has been 


often pleaded in their Behalf by Reverend Biſhops, 


and others of great Worth in our Communion. They 
profeſs the Church of Chriſt to be a ſpiritual Society 
Diſtinct from, and Independent on the State, and 
which muſt be governed only by the Authority of 
_ Chriſt lodged in It, by which It was at firſt founded, 
and on which It always ftands. Nor can I think that 
this their Plea and Claim can be juſtly over-ruled by 
any other Pretence of any Authority whatever: 
Nor can any Diſſenters be brought over to the Unity 
and Communion of the Church of Chriſt in England, 
by thoſe Principles which. His Lordſhip was pleaſed 
to Inſtill and Recommend to the Reverend Clergy of 
his Dioceſe in His CHARGE to Them: But ſuch 
Principles as prove the Church of England in its Do- 
 &drins and Powers to beCatholick and Apoſtolick be- 
ing reviv'd, may prove the happy Mgang of their Re - 
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